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Episcopal High School is an institution of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas established for the purpose of providing a superior 
education in preparation for college and a significant life thereafter. Through a rich offering of academic, spiritual, artistic, and 
athletic programs, the School provides an opportunity for each student to reach his or her maximum spiritual, intellectual, 
social, and ethical potential. Operating as a Christian community within the beliefs and traditions of the Episcopal Church, EHS 
in its teaching philosophy emphasizes understanding and responding to the individual needs and capabilities of each student. 
In an effort to reflect the community we serve, EHS strives to maintain a student body that is diverse in its social, economic, 
ethnic, and academic backgrounds.
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On October 21, 2015, sixty alumni representing a wide 
variety of industries and professions helped launch EHS's 
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Dear EHS Family,

This has been a momentous fall at Episcopal High School with the loss of Life Trustee 
Rick McCord and longtime friend and founder David Underwood. It is on the foundation 
that they and their generation laid that Episcopal High School's Four Pillars stand today, 
stronger than ever. We mourn their passing and take great solace that their vision, our 
founders' vision, continues in the lives and work of our alumni, our students, and our 
faculty across the city and the world. Each of these communities is featured in this issue 
of our magazine, as is each of our Four Pillars, inspiring lives of significance in service to 
others.

Our inaugural Alumni Leadership Day in October brought 60 alums back to campus to 
witness firsthand the intentional and energetic community that is EHS. They also came 
to give back to our current students and faculty, as you will read in the pages that follow. 
Whatever the particulars of their lives to date, they spoke lovingly of their time at EHS, of 
those special friends and inspired faculty who shaped them, and of their excitement at 
witnessing the School as vibrant as ours is today.

These alumni were able to experience in person, and therefore better understand why, 
there is such great momentum on campus and across all Four Pillars, as they interacted 
with our faculty and students, several of whom are profiled within. They witnessed daily 
life on campus as they themselves testified to the importance of the EHS experience in 
their own lives. 

Lastly, but most importantly, our alumni were able to model lives of significance in service 
to others. Peruse the brief biographies within, and I am sure that you'll be as inspired as I 
am at what our alumni have accomplished and how they thrive today. It is these lives, the 
lives of our students and alumni, shaped in such important ways as they are by the EHS 
experience, that is the legacy of Rick McCord and David Underwood and the men and 
women of our founding generation. And what a wonderful legacy it is. 

Go Knights!

Kind regards,

Ned Smith
Head of School

FROM THE
HEAD OF SCHOOL



55Ned Smith greets the Alumni Leadership Day participants. Photo by Mauro Gomez.
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NEWS AT EHS
Seniors Receive 
Recognition 
from National 
Merit Program

Eleven EHS seniors have been 
designated as Commended Students 
in the 2016 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. These students met the 
requirements to enter the 2016 National 
Merit Scholarship Program based on 
results of the 2014 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT). With a Selection 
Index score of 202 or above, they have 
shown outstanding academic potential. 
Of the 1.5 million program entrants 
throughout the United States, their 
scores are among the 50,000 highest-
scoring participants.

Congratulations to the National Merit 
Commended Students: Adeline 
Braverman, Katharine Brown, Sarah 
Frey, Jonathan Gallegos, Hope 
Meikle, Kendall Sill, Kathleen 
Stoughton, John Wall, Jennifer Wang, 
Jacob Wise, and Kalen Ziegler.

In addition, the School has one student 
designated as a National Hispanic 
Scholar: Victoria Murra.

EHS Earns 
National Yearbook 
Award for Fourth 
Consecutive Year

Jostens, the leading producer of 
yearbooks and student-created 
content, announced that Episcopal 
High School's yearbook program has 
been named a 2015 Jostens National 
Yearbook Program of Excellence, the 
fourth year in a row that Episcopal High 
School has received this national honor. 
This designation recognizes yearbook 
staffs and advisers who create 
engaging yearbooks for their school 
communities.

Senior Editor Evan Lewis '15 led the 
yearbook program under the direction 
of David Framel, faculty adviser for The 
Hexagon. "I am excited for my staff of 
graphic designers and photographers 
past and present who have earned 
this recognition," says David Framel. 

"Jostens serves more than 18,000 
schools, and roughly 550 were honored 
with the 2015 distinction, so it is truly an 
accomplishment. In Texas, out of 2,000 
participating schools, EHS is the only 
school to have earned this award for 
four consecutive years."

Framel adds that the award 
recognizes achievement in the 
three following categories: creating 
an inclusive yearbook, generating 
school engagement, and successfully 
managing the yearbook creation 
process.

Johnson Selected for 
All-State Jazz Band

In October, the Texas Private School 
Music Educators Association 
(TPSMEA) announced membership 
to the 2015-2016 All-State Jazz Band, 
and freshman trumpet player Tyler 
Johnson was selected for the elite 
ensemble.

Jazz students from across the state 
submitted a recorded audition to 
TPSMEA. A panel of judges using the 
Olympic scoring system ranked all 
of the students and selected the top 
number for membership in the All-State 
Jazz Band. Johnson is also eligible for 
selection to the TPSMEA All-State Band 
& Orchestra, which will be determined 
in December. As a member of the All-
State Jazz Band, Johnson will perform 
in concert at the TPSMEA Convention 
on Saturday, January 30, 2016, at the 
Charles W. Eisemann Center for the 
Performing Arts in Dallas.
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Touchdown Club 
Names Six Seniors 
to Pre-Season Private 
School Team

At the August Private School Kickoff 
Dinner at the historic Touchdown 
Club of Houston, the organization 
announced its All Greater Houston 
Pre-Season Private School team, and 
six senior EHS football players were 
named: Gio Pancotti, Preston Heard, 
JT Hildebrand, Austin Spurling, Brice 
Madison, and Kobi Owen.

The Touchdown Club of Houston is 
a chapter of the National Football 
Foundation (NFF). Founded in 1947, 
the NFF is dedicated to promoting 
scholarship, citizenship, and athletic 
achievement through amateur football.

Rick McCord Recognized for 
Humanitarian Service at Founders Day

On Friday, October 23, the entire community gathered in Benitez Chapel to 
celebrate Founders Day and to recognize one of the School's esteemed Founding 
Trustees, the late Rick McCord. Honored guests included many founding trustees 
as well as current trustees.

Endowment Board Chair Vic Kormeier welcomed the crowd and shared a few 
anecdotes about the School's beginnings. He told the students about Bishop Ben 
Benitez's vision for Episcopal High School, where each student would be celebrated 
for using his or her God-given talents and live in God's presence each day.

Following Vic Kormeier's address, Head of School Ned Smith bestowed the 2015 
Edward C. Becker Humanitarian Award to Rick McCord, Founding Trustee, Life 
Trustee, and staunch 30-year supporter of the School. "As a founding member of 
the Board of Trustees Rick oversaw the renovations and additions to the campus in 
1983 and 1984, allowing the first students to attend EHS," said Smith. 

"Rick continued his keen interest by serving as the first Annual Fund chair, a 
member of the school finance committee, and was committed to eliminating the 
School's debt. He served four terms on the Board of Trustees, elected as a life 
Trustee in 2007. His wife, Jane, has been instrumental in his support, as well as 
their children Meredith '92, Ryan, and Anne. And the flag pole that proudly stands 
in front of the Trotter Building was given by their family. Simply put, I am not sure 
any of us would be here today if it were not for the efforts of this year's recipient."

Smith pointed to the stained-glass window in the south end of the Chapel that is 
dedicated to Rick McCord, which aptly depicts "The Choosing of the Disciples." "In 
Luke Chapter 5, Jesus instructs Peter that he will become a fisher of men, bringing 
others to the fold," explained Smith. "As a Founder, friend, advocate, and loyal 
supporter of Episcopal High School, this year's honoree has gathered many to the 
Episcopal High School community."

McCord's son, Ryan, accepted 
the Becker Humanitarian 
Award for his father, who 
had passed away only 
two days earlier after a 
lengthy battle with cancer. 
Please read more about 
Rick McCord in the "In 
Memoriam" section on 
page 37.

News at EHS



PARTNERSHIPS BUILD 
POWERHOUSE PILLAR
Since joining EHS in 2012, Dean of Arts Jay Berckley has built a powerhouse portfolio of arts partnerships 
throughout the region. These partnerships give EHS students access to world-class performances, 
workshops, and gallery exhibitions, while also affording the entire community opportunities to celebrate the 
School's mission through activities offered on and off campus. With his vision to celebrate "...the Houston 
arts scene as the classroom for our students," his approach is gaining wide recognition by students and 
faculty at Episcopal and beyond. In fact, in just two years it has attracted the attention of the Society for the 
Performing Arts, the second largest producer of performing arts in North America, and Young Audiences of 
Houston, the premiere K-12 backbone of America's largest arts-in-education organization, serving nearly a 
quarter of a million students in Greater Houston each year.
 

"Our Pillar houses upwards of fifty-two different course offerings—not counting a growing number of 
Independent Study selections. The multiplying effect these partnerships is having with our students goes 
way beyond increasing our attendance at galleries and performances throughout the city, it's about every 
student getting firsthand experiences and seeing the evolution of their craft from personal encounters 
with the best in the business," explains Berckley. "We are connecting dots and building relationships that 
typically don't happen for student-artists until their final semesters in college. In the process, we're teaching 
our students the value of servant leadership by offering these opportunities to students of all ages within our 
community as well—for free!" 

Berckley gets obviously excited when speaking about these programs and their impact. Last year alone, 
EHS hosted nearly a dozen residencies from visual and performing artists. The campus was alive with the 
art of Caravanserai, "360-degree Vanishing" (in conjunction with the Art League Houston), Tango Buenos 
Aires, Wells Fargo Citywide Art Competition, Diplomats of Drum, USC School of Dramatic Arts, Chris 
Bailey Photographers, Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre, and more. "Alvin 
Ailey was a life moment for me. I've dreamed about being able to bring their programs to students in as 
many schools as possible," says Berckley. Ailey is one of the most celebrated cultural arts programs in the 
country and is also the recent winner of the National Medal of Arts. Their weeklong "Revelations" residency 
gave 200 students from 15 different schools an all-access opportunity to learn through dance, journaling, 
and mentorship. Festivities culminated in a performance that included selections from the theatre and 
visual arts Summer Conservatory at EHS. "These programs are setting us apart both in their scope and 
scalability—they encourage prospective members of the community to be on our campus more, and 
renowned professionals work with our students more than any other program in Houston," says Berckley. 
 
One reason these efforts succeed is due to the outpouring of parent support at EHS. "No question, without 
our amazing parents and their time supporting what we're doing, this could never happen. The nurturing 
environment that our parents support in the Arts Pillar is a tradition that is rare in schools and sets us apart 
as a leader in the field." Berckley also knows the value of team and balancing the daily responsibilities of 
students with strategic opportunities for their growth. "My artistic team is one of the best in Houston. They 
inspire our students and their passion for excellence is evident in the classroom, the gallery, and on the 
stage." In conjunction with outreach, the Arts Pillar has redesigned the curriculum and focused pedagogy 
around best practices that will further prepare EHS students for the most competitive college programs in 
the country. "The two go hand-in-hand; our courses better support the opportunities we are exposing our 
students to and will make them superior candidates at any university in the country." 
 
There are plenty of reasons to celebrate the goings-on at Episcopal High School, but with these initiatives 
the School has even more reason to boast about EHS students and community. This renaissance in the 
Arts Pillar promises more achievements in the months ahead. 

—Emma Lyders
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Get to Know the EHS 
Arts Pillar

52 arts courses

9,000 audience members 
to performances each year

18 full-time faculty

93% of students enrolled 
in arts classes and after-
school activities

6,200 original works of art, 
media, and publications

More than 22,000 square 
feet for classroom activities

Dynamic partnerships with 
Society for the Performing 
Arts, Contemporary Arts 
Museum Houston, Alvin 
Ailey Dance Theatre, 
and many more
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Visit the upstairs weight room in Crum Gym on any afternoon 
after school, and you will spot Hannah Waggett, EHS's after-
school strength and conditioning coach, leading circuit drills. 
Since joining the School to start a conditioning program last 
year, Coach Waggett has seen the interest in sessions double, 
and participation grows not only by off-season student-
athletes, but also by girls who want learn how to lift weights 
correctly, strengthen their core muscles, and stay in shape.

Waggett grew up in Houston and graduated from the 
University of Houston. She is a former competitive tennis 
player and at age 19 completed her first marathon, finishing 
3rd in her age division. She worked as an events coordinator 
for the Astros before focusing her career on personal training, 
becoming certified in strength, conditioning and agility; 
nutrition; women's fitness; weight loss; and youth exercise. 
Waggett is currently completing a master's in Holistic Health.

CORE BELIEF
Strength and Conditioning 
Coach Hannah Waggett Inspires 
Girls to Find Their Power
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Her long-range emphasis for the program is positive change. 
"The great thing is that not only are more students working out, 
but their levels of fitness are improving," she explains. She 
points to a stat sheet showing the times logged for planks, 
a core-targeting exercise where students hold their bodies 
parallel to the floor using forearms and toes. Last year, the 
record for holding a plank was six minutes. This year, the time 
has doubled to 12, and Isabelle Haugh and Maggie Jones 
lead the pack.

A secondary benefit of the program is injury prevention, 
especially since girls are prone to ACL injuries. Waggett 
introduces students to combinations of balance, strength, 
plyometrics, and flexibility to build up lower extremities and 
reduce injury. She guides athletes through rope slams, BOSU 
balls, and cues them on proper form for squats and lunges. 
Participants sweat through traditional lifts as well.

Waggett also consults on nutrition, suggesting that the 
students focus on whole foods, protein, and simple snacks 
such as apples and organic peanut butter. "And just as 
nutrition is key to physical health, so is sleep. As we push our 
muscles to new levels, we need to give them time to recover," 
she advises.

The program grows by word of mouth, says Waggett, and a 
steady stream of students takes advantage of the opportunity 
to train their bodies and minds. "There are lots of motivated 
girls at EHS," Waggett says. "I want them to work hard, stay 
safe, and let go of stress. There will be good and bad days 
in sports, academics, and relationships. The goal is for these 
girls to always be proud of who they are and where they are."

—Claire C. Fletcher, photos by Ashleigh Teel



Bright Knights

KENDALL SILL '16
Finding Her Passion Through Service

Senior Kendall Sill chose Episcopal for high school because of the opportunities to explore the Four Pillars 
of academics, arts, athletics, and religion. And while she is a stellar student in the top 8 percent of her class, 
as well as an accomplished equestrian, she discovered her passion through the Students of Service (SOS) 
program in the Religion Pillar.

During her freshman and sophomore years, Sill explored a rotation of SOS projects, and found the Nehemiah 
Center, located in the Museum District, to be her favorite. The Nehemiah Center is a Christian-based 
organization that provides academic and spiritual support for at-risk children. Sill volunteered monthly 
as an after-school tutor. One afternoon, an encounter with a third-grader named Edward intensified her 
commitment to the center. EHS students had brought cupcakes, and Edward asked for an extra one for 
his brother, because his dad had moved out of the house and they were no longer having dinner. "Edward 
confided that if he could have only one cupcake, he would like to wrap it up and save it for his little brother to 
eat for dinner that night," she recalls.

Sill was touched by Edward's selflessness, and she realized that time spent with the Nehemiah children—and 
even small gestures like bringing cupcakes—could have an immediate positive impact. She also understood 
how blessed she is to have supportive parents, a great education, and a comfortable lifestyle. That afternoon, 
Sill decided to devote her service to Nehemiah and find bigger and better ways to serve.

Toward that goal, she launched the first annual EHS Nehemiah Field Day last spring. "The event was a huge 
success, and the Nehemiah kids were thrilled to have an event centered on them. More than 100 children 
from Nehemiah came to the EHS campus for the afternoon," she continues. "The entire EHS community 
pitched in, the Dads Club, ten student clubs, faculty and staff members. We had pizza, face painting, games 
and booths, and the smiles on the kids' faces said it all," she says. In keeping with her desire to help kids 
less fortunate, Sill, while on a family trip to Tanzania, visited a local village where she distributed pencils and 
chocolates to the children and made new friends.

This year Sill is president of SOS, volunteers at Nehemiah, and balances it all with her rigorous course load, 
serving as co-editor of the yearbook, riding-jumping practice, and part-time work at the Houston Polo Club, 
where she teaches English riding lessons to help cover boarding expenses for her horse. She is finalizing 
college applications and looks forward to attending university in a warm climate! Wherever Sill lands, she will 
continue to seek ways to help others less fortunate, forever changed by a child's act of loving kindness.

—Claire C. Fletcher







MARVIN WILSON '17
Star Defensive Tackle Stays Focused 
on High School Goals

Being named the nation's top recruit has brought varsity defensive tackle Marvin Wilson much 
attention this year, especially as the Knights defend their SPC title. Last spring, MaxPreps named 
Wilson an All American, and this fall, Rivals.com crowned him the nation's number-one recruit in 
the junior class. He's received more than 20 offers from Division 1 schools, and vetted multiple 
interviews from both local and national media.

In the past, Rivals.com has named only two other Texans a number-one recruit: Adrian Pederson 
and Vince Young. "It's crazy to be compared to those guys," Wilson replied when interviewed by 
the local Fox News channel. "It's just a humbling feeling."

From all appearances, Wilson does seem to be taking the acclaim in stride, even as big-name 
college coaches court him on the sidelines. In early October, he gave CBS Sports his top five 
choices, and SEC schools figured heavily in that list, especially LSU, which he has visited twice. 
Still he declares, "I will make a final decision next year in February, no earlier."

Wilson is from a family of four athletic children, but the sibling who inspired him the most is his 
older brother, Jonathon, a wheelchair athlete. "I grew up watching Jonathon play many sports, 
especially, basketball," says Wilson. "I always admired his determination and love of competition."

Pro players that he admires include the Texans' JJ Watt and Vince Wilfork, as well as the Miami 
Dolphins' defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh, whose aggressive playing style Wilson's has been 
compared to by observers.

The 6-4, 316-pound defensive tackle loves playing football. "I love making the big plays. I love 
running," says Wilson. "Everyone thinks the games are tough, but the games are fun. The hard 
part about football is the practice—especially the two-a-days in the summer." He points out that 
because of the fierce drills and long hours necessary to achieve on the gridiron, the camaraderie 
among the players is unmatched.

Head coach Steve Leisz says that at 300-plus pounds Wilson can seem intimidating, but off the 
field, "Marvin has a heart of gold. He's one of the most likable kids on campus.

"And when it comes to football," adds Leisz, "it's not about Marvin. Marvin is all about the team. He 
takes his leadership responsibilities as seriously as his playing responsibilities."

Though he enjoys the notoriety and has worked hard to maintain his ranking, Wilson stresses that 
for his junior and senior years, he wants to soak up the entire EHS experience, not just the sports. 

"I love the small classes, daily Chapel, and lunch with my friends. I want to enjoy my four years at 
EHS, and not get too focused on the next steps."

—Claire C. Fletcher

At press time, the Knights were headed to the SPC Championship game versus Kinkaid.

Bright Knights



16

On Wednesday, October 21, 60 alumni returned to campus 
to visit with the Class of 2016 about their careers and the 
decisions that defined their paths. The day began with a 
Chapel service where the entire student body heard from an 
inspiring panel of alumni from very distinct fields. After Chapel, 
the seniors proceeded to the first of their three panels, where 
they heard from alumni who are launching their careers as 
well as seasoned professionals who have traversed the globe. 

In each session, the panelists shared their stories, stories that 
involved following planned paths as well as responding and 
reacting to the unexpected. The alumni's insight provided the 
students with invaluable advice on how to succeed in each 
field of expertise. Seniors were encouraged to participate in 
the discussions and to ask questions about next steps and 
how to best plan for the future. 

The day proved to be an overwhelming success! Not only did 
the seniors greatly benefit from the guidance of the alumni, 
but it was clear the alums valued their time spent visiting with 
the Class of 2016. 

The alumni greeted the students first in an all-school Chapel, 
where Michelle Lewis '87, Taylor Kopycinski '08, Brett 

Impressive Group of 
Alumni Inspires Seniors

Magill '03, Justin Humphries '01, and Taylor Throckmorton 
Jackson '05 each gave a 4-minute talk. Their brief messages 
addressed the benefits of hard work, risk-taking, and building 
relationships.

Michelle Lewis, an art major whose career moved from 
marketing to management,  kicked off the homilies with these 
wise words: "Be willing to take a risk—not a base jumping, 
bungee jumping, light-your-hair-on-fire and scare-your-
mother-to-death-risk, but a calculated risk, to try something 
new, to go through a door, without the knowledge of what 
is going to be on the other side, but knowing that you can 
always turn around and that if you choose not to go through it 
the first time, it will still be there the next time. If you don't try, 
you will never know what was on the other side and what you 
could have accomplished."

Former baseball player turned business entrepreneur Justin 
Humphries agreed with her focus on adaptability, and 
advised, "Learn to pivot when the situation calls for a change." 
Brett Magill told the students to "think long term, take on as 
many challenges as you can, as early as you can, and be a 
kind person. Everything else will fall into place."
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Marketing manager Taylor Throckmorton Jackson 
emphasized that "it is okay to have multiple jobs or careers to 
find what you love and what is the right fit. Never give up on 
something you have set your eyes on." 

The final Chapel speaker, speech therapist Taylor Kopycinski, 
summed up, "I've realized it is not about your career choice, 
but about you. You can matter and you can make a difference 
in whichever career you choose. In order to make a difference 
in your work and in those you come in contact with each and 
every day, you have to be determined, hard working, loyal, 
and selfless.

After Chapel, the seniors and alumni broke up into panels 
divided by specific fields such as sports, medicine and 
science, business, education, and religion. At the end of the 
day senior Chase Glotfelty said, "I really enjoyed the diversity 
of careers and the variety of experience shared in each of 
the panels." Emma Cate Graham '16 concurred, adding, "It 
was inspiring to see that you can achieve your dreams if you 
combine an idea or passion with a strong work ethic."

EHS would like to express heartfelt thanks to all our alumni 
participants. All of them generously volunteered their time 

and imparted their knowledge in order for our students to be 
better equipped for the opportunities and challenges ahead.

Read on for an overview of a few of the participants: 

Houston Braly '02
Houston Braly, M.D., was accepted into the orthopedic 
surgery residency at UT Houston and trains at Memorial 
Herman—Texas Medical Center, the busiest trauma center in 
the nation. Houston is currently in his final year of residency 
and serves as a chief resident. 

Gabriel Brooks '94
Gabriel Brooks, PT, DPT, SCS, MTC, is a board-certified 
specialist in sports physical therapy and serves as the sports 
medicine program coordinator at Texas Children's Hospital. 
He specializes in treating young athletes with both acute and 
repetitive stress injuries.

Anne Louise Conway '03
Anne Louise Conway works in commercial business 
development at Old Republic Title. She engages in the 
support of the commercial sales activities, including 
marketing and developing new business.

Kate McLean '03, Mary Clarkson '00, Taylor Throckmorton Jackson '05
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of professional athletes and celebrities who are committed 
to developing a portfolio of investments in game-changing 
companies with the potential for significant value creation. 
Additionally, he helped to build the STAR EMBA program; 
a customized MBA at The George Washington School of 
Business designed specifically for professional athletes, 
entertainers, and individuals with strong personal brands. 

Taylor Kopycinski '08
Taylor is a certified and licensed speech-language pathologist 
at The Carruth Center at The Parish School. Her areas 
of focus pertain to the support of language development 
in the young, non-verbal child, speech development of 
children presented with speech coordination and articulation 
difficulties, and families seeking a comprehensive approach to 
the individualized and group development of social/pragmatic 
skills.

Drew Crow '03
Drew is a department manager and shareholder at Jones 
& Carter, Inc. Drew manages a department that specializes 
in the design and construction of water and wastewater 
treatment facilities.

Brian Friday '04 
Brian is an advisor in the investment management division of 
Goldman Sachs in Houston, where he works with families and 
their related entities. Prior to joining Goldman Sachs, he was 
drafted in the third round of the 2007 Major League Baseball 
and played six years professionally, spending the majority of 
his time at the Triple-A level with the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Justin Humphries '01
Justin is the executive director of the STAR Angel Network. 
The STAR Angel Network is comprised of a select group 

Sonny Reil '03, Matthew Moncrief '02
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Michelle Lewis '89
Michelle is the chief strategy officer for DistributionNOW 
(NYSE: DNOW). In this role she manages corporate 
development and investor relations.

Brett Magill '03
Brett currently serves as manager of investor relations at 
Plains All American, one of the largest energy infrastructure 
and logistics companies in North America. Brett is primarily 
responsible for interfacing with the financial community and 
playing an active role in the company's frequent equity capital 
market activities.

Libbie Masterson '88
Libbie is an artist living and working in Houston. She has 
created several large commissioned stage sets for Dominic 
Walsh Dance Theatre, Houston Grand Opera (in collaboration 

with filmmaker Ford Gunter), and a video performance for 
the Houston Symphony. This summer she completed a 
commission for Southwest Airlines for the new Hobby Airport 
International Wing.

Matthew Moncrief '02
Matthew is a director for the trust and advisory group 
at Salient Partners. Salient is a Houston-based asset 
management and wealth advisory firm with over $20 billion 
under management. As director, Matt focuses on servicing 
and developing new relationships with high net-worth 
individuals and their related businesses. 

Allison McConnell Monroe '06
Allison is an operations geologist at Marathon Oil Corporation. 
In this role, she is responsible for two to three Eagle Ford 
drilling rigs at a time. She plans drilling targets and steers 

Katia Mazzone '08, Nick Adair '05, Beau Pollock '95



20

wells in the target rock interval, making changes as necessary 
throughout the drilling process. In addition, she is part of 
the well planning team and works closely with development 
geologists and drilling engineers.

Kate McLean '03
Kate is chef de cuisine at Tony's Houston. She is the first 
woman to hold the position in the nearly 50-year history of 
Tony Vallone's flagship restaurant. Her career has taken her to 
Seattle, Hawaii, France, and back to Houston.

Lytch Tornow '03
Lytch is an associate in the business and regulatory section 
of Bracewell & Giuliani LLP. She represents public and private 
companies, master limited partnerships (MLPs) and special 
committees in a variety of corporate transactions, including 

mergers, acquisitions, formation and capitalization of joint 
ventures and other entities and business combinations and 
ongoing governance matters.

—Kendall Buckalew McCord '03

Brett Magill '03, Michelle Lewis '87



Sixty EHS alumni 
representing several 
fields helped launch the 
School's first Alumni 
Leadership Day.

Arts & Entertainment

Finance & Accounting

Broadcasting & Journalism

Business & Restaurant 
Management

Education & Religion

Energy

Engineering

Law

Marketing & 
Communications

Medicine & Science

Real Estate

Sports

Mallory Gaylor '05, David Thomas '94, Jimmy Grace '94

Syan Rhodes '95, Jailyn Marcel '10



22

AP Courses 
Teach Students 

to Build Skills, 
Challenge Minds, 

Manage Time

THE
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The intended purpose of Advanced Placement, a 
program crafted by the College Board and implemented 

in high schools nationwide, is to offer the college class 
experience to high school students. In addition, by 
scoring a 4 or 5 on AP exams (and in some cases, 
a 3), academically-inclined students can test out 
of college classes while still in high school, which 
can mean great savings in terms of time and 
tuition that freshman year of college. However, 
AP does a great deal more for its students at 
Episcopal High School. 

Sophomores, juniors, and seniors may choose 
from a total of 20 AP courses offered in all five 
academic disciplines. Courses range from 
Music Theory to Chinese Language and Culture 
to Computer Science.

According to Rachel Lopez, who teaches English 
I and AP English Literature, "The EHS AP program 

has some of the strongest AP faculty that I've ever 

had the privilege of observing." Advanced Placement, she 
adds, "allows for a high level of abstraction, independence, 
and real accountability." In Lopez's AP English Literature 
course, students are called upon to read a passage, annotate 
it, and plan for an analytical essay in response to a prompt—
and all within 20 minutes. "The skills are already in place," 
Lopez explains. "The English Department has set students 
up for mastery of what the AP test will require of them by 
teaching them problem solving, planning, and execution 
strategies. There are a lot of steps for them to complete to be 
successful in doing this. Not only that, but the skills needed 
for the AP essay exam also translate to any college course or 
job experience. The time pressure increases the difficulty level 
and prepares them for deadline-driven project execution in 
possible future careers," says Lopez. 

For the exceptionally motivated, engaged student, Advanced 
Placement courses do not simply offer rigorous curriculum. 
They're also a lot of fun. "The courses allow for long-term 
research projects that the students can do on their own. 
Students also work with groups on collaborative projects. In 

ANATOMY 
OF A FIVE

I love the challenge of AP courses—we challenge the students to raise the level of 
their studies and coursework to college standards, and we in turn are challenged by 

their insightful questions and by the academic rigor of the subjects we are teaching.

Eric Avera, AP Physics 2



24

AP English Literature, we can have fruitful conversations—
analytical discussions that reference the text and speak to 
high-level literary techniques and nuances."

One example of an inspiring project is how AP students 
approach their summer reading novel, The Street. Students 
are assigned topics from the text that they will teach to the 
class in groups. For instance, one group focuses on realism 
and naturalism by way of a presentation of critical articles and 
more in-depth research. "The results have been enlightening 
and rewarding. Students bring in clips from films, give 
historical perspectives, present articles, and use activities 
to teach the topic." Another interesting project AP English 
students tackle is a poetry research essay. Students select 
a modern poem and research it in an historical context, a 
project that's similar to the major junior research project but 
on a smaller scale.

Inquiry and Investigation
Such critical skill development does not apply only to 
literature and humanities, but the sciences as well. According 
to Eric Avera, who teaches AP Physics 2, "The greatest 
change in the AP Physics curriculum since the rollout of 
its redesign in Fall 2014 is the strong emphasis on student 
inquiry." He tells his students on the first day of class that 

"the idea is for them to learn how to conduct laboratory 
investigations and approach open-ended questions in the 
same way that scientists do—perhaps with an inkling of what 
the answers might be, but without the certainty of already 
knowing them. And, more to the point, with a mind to frame 
the next set of deeper questions that will emerge from the 
answers they discover." In this way, students are actually 
practicing the art of science and learning what it might be like 
to be a scientist. The program allows students to get a taste 
of life after high school or even after college.

Before the redesign of the AP Physics curriculum, Avera 
taught, among other things, the physics of video games—
gravity and explosions in the world of Angry Birds. He 
asked questions like, "Is their gravity as strong as ours? 
Do fundamental physical laws, such as the conservation 

of momentum, still hold 
true?" Since the redesign 
of AP Physics, Avera 
has sought out more 
inquiry-focused laboratory 
projects. He has asked 
students to use lasers, a 
20th century technology, to 
study refraction in glass and 
diffraction patterns produced by 
gratings made up of tiny etched lines. "But," 
Avera adds, "they have also investigated the 
optical properties of lenses in the same way 
that Isaac Newton would have done in the 17th 
century—using candlelight."

In addition to exploring questions professional scientists 
might, Avera says the AP curriculum asks students to 

"manage, assimilate, and integrate larger chunks of knowledge 
than Honors courses typically do. There is also an open-
ended quality to knowledge construction that is essential 
to AP coursework, usually only incipient in courses at the 
Honors level." 

Though Advanced Placement prides itself on the critical 
learning strategies students will need at the college level, it 
also offers students a different perspective that will serve 
them in their lives for years. "It is in AP classes," Avera 
contends, "that students and faculty experience the greatest 
intellectual stretch possible at the high school level. Students 
are likely to achieve the most advanced collaboration they will 
ever achieve in a high school classroom." 

Intellectual Challenges
Eric Lerch, who teaches AP World History, says, "I enjoy 
working with the inquisitive and hard working sophomores 
who have taken on the challenge of an AP course. It is 
amazing to watch them grow from the beginning of the 
year, when they are pushed and struggling with numerous 
obstacles, to the end of the year, when the various skills and 
ideas of the history course finally come together. Each class 

Author Clifford A. Pickover wrote "I do not know if 
God is a mathematician, but mathematics is the loom 
upon which God weaves the fabric of the universe." To 
me, mathematics is a window into the very mind of 
God, and I love teaching AP Calculus BC, because 
I get to invite bright EHS students to join me at that 
window and take in the awesome view!

Michael Hunt, AP Calculus BC
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takes on a unique personality, and it is a privilege to help 
guide them throughout this journey."

Adeline Braverman, a senior at EHS, has been taking 
AP courses since sophomore year. For Braverman, test 
preparation is not the most important reason she likes taking 
AP courses. "I like learning the material and thinking about 
it in a different way. For example, in AP World History, we 
looked at history based on time, not region, which was a very 
different approach than I was used to but made so much 
more sense to me. I feel like in most of my AP courses, I'm 
not just learning the material but going deeper than that and 
learning how everything fits together and why it is important."

J.R. Greenwalt, EHS's AP Scholar with Distinction, likes 
the challenge of the AP courses and how they "establish a 
sense of independence. It gives you more confidence over 
the material and makes college seem less intimidating." A 
favorite project of both of these students was in AP World 
History, where students were asked to pick a country to study. 
Braverman chose Rwanda and valued the opportunity to 
learn about the country's important issues such as genocide. 
Greenwalt chose Colombia, and found it fascinating to read 
about the drug cartels, the CIA, and U.S./Colombian relations. 

Collaborating with fellow students. Managing time. Meeting 
intellectual challenges. At EHS, the values of AP courses 
extend far beyond the goal of landing a top score of 5 on 
a test. "This stretching of the mind in AP courses," says 
Avera, "allows all of us to become deeper thinkers and better 
investigators as we seek truth in the world around us."

—Emma Lyders

Episcopal High School offers 20 AP 
courses. Of the 412 examinations 
taken in 21 subjects in May 2015, a 
total of 311 (75%) were scores of three 
or better.

May 2015 AP Scholars 
26 AP Scholars 
Scores of 3 or higher on 3 or more exams

7 AP Scholars with Honor 
Scores of 3 or higher on 4 or more exams

29 AP Scholars with Distinction 
Scores of 3 or higher on 5 or more exams

1 National AP Scholar 
Scores of 4 or higher on 8 or more exams

1 AP International Diploma 
Scores of 3 or higher on 5 or more AP Exams in 3 or 
more subject areas

83% of EHS students scored three or 
better on at least one exam.
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MOMENTS 
EHS OnStage thrilled audiences with  
performances of Bram Stoker's Dracula October 30 
through November 1. Photo by Holland Geibel.
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Our new Pillars feature, Pop Quiz, turns the table on teachers 
and asks them to respond to 13 quick questions. Their 

enthusiastic responses reveal the values, quirks, and interests 
that make them so effective in leading EHS students.

Q+A 
with EHS 
Teachers
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This year marks Kary Kemble's fifth year at EHS and his 36th year of 
teaching and coaching. He's taught and coached at Goliad (where 
it all began), Leander, and Georgetown, his alma mater. The 
majority of his career, 22 years, was spent at Stratford and 
Memorial high schools. He has won teaching awards in 
Spring Branch ISD and has coached in the State Finals in 
football and soccer. "I've also had the privilege of coaching 
at least seven players who went on to the NFL," he adds.

At EHS, Kemble teaches history and serves as assistant 
coach of football and softball. "I've been fortunate to be 
a part of four SPC Championships—two in football (2012, 
2014) and two in softball (2014, 2015)."

Kemble graduated from the University of Texas with a B.S. in 
Education and a minor in History. Teaching is in his blood: His 
dad, three uncles, two cousins, and his mother-in-law were all 
teachers or coaches.

He and his wife, Cindy, have been married for 35 years and have two children: daughter, Lauren, who 
married an EHS alum Bryan Athon '04 and recently welcomed his new grandson, Weston, and his son, 
Michael, who is a teacher and coach in Katy ISD.

What's on your playlist right now? My teenage years in the '70s were spent in Austin, so Southern Rock is 
still in my blood—Lynyrd Skynyrd, The Eagles, Marshall Tucker, Charlie Daniels, Allman Brothers—and how 
can you grow up in the Hill Country and not have Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, and Jerry Jeff Walker on 
your playlist? What was the first concert you attended? The Doobie Brothers at old Gregory Gym on the 
UT campus. They had some fireworks behind the band during the last set of songs, and I thought that the 
equipment on stage had exploded. I ran right out of the gym and didn't go back. Evidently, I missed their 
encore. If you weren't a teacher, what would you pick for a career? I think I would choose some type 
of outdoor work. I love being outside working in the yard, playing with my dogs, or traveling. Using those 
interests, I would probably be a pet-friendly tour guide. What is your proudest accomplishment? If I have 
to narrow it down, it would be convincing my wife to marry me, and raising two wonderful children. Do you 
have a favorite app or tech gadget? DVR. I'm able to record the History Channel while watching all the 
football games. Which pro or college sports team do you cheer for? Hook 'em Horns and Go Texans! 
Did you have a mentor growing up who inspired your career? My professional mentor was Oscar Cripps, 
former Head Coach at Stratford. He taught me to not let the score determine whether you are a "winner or 
a loser." If you strive to do your very best each and every day, you're a winner, and if you help someone else 
do their best, you're a winner! What's your favorite city abroad? I discovered my new happy place this 
summer: Sorrento, Italy or anywhere along the Amalfi coast. If you could travel back in time, what period 
would you choose? The Renaissance. It would have been fun to be a "fly-on-the-wall" in Leonardo da 
Vinci's study or Michelangelo's studio. What trait do you most admire in your colleagues? The knowledge 
and talent that my colleagues possess. I am impressed by the incredible education my peers have received 
at some of the most prestigious schools in the nation. Sometimes I feel I'm in the greatest "Think Tank" in 
Texas. I'm learning something new every day. What trait do you most admire in your students? I really 
admire students who have the courage to try something new or to stand before their peers, friends, and total 
strangers and perform, whether that "performance" takes place on the athletic field, the stage or even in the 
classroom where the risk of failure is present. Read any good books recently? Not really, I watch too much 
TV. If you could eat only one meal this week, what would it be? That's the toughest question here: El 
Tiempo or Salt Lick BBQ. I guess it would have to be the one with the shortest wait.

KARY KEMBLE
History Teacher and Coach
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Ryan Call joined the School four years ago to teach English and 
coach cross country. A graduate of Rhodes College in Memphis, 
he earned an M.F.A. in creative writing at George Mason 
University. Before joining EHS, he was a fellow in the English 
Department at the University of Houston where he taught 
rhetoric and composition. His collection of short stories, 
The Weather Stations (March 2011, Caketrain Press), 
caught the attention of the Whiting Award selectors who 
noted that Call had “created an entirely new fabric, a 
parallel universe, slyly allegorical and unlike anything 
else being published.” Call and his wife, Laura, have 
two young daughters, Riley and Libby. When not on 
campus, Call enjoys time with his family, writing, and 
running.

What’s on your playlist right now? One of the best albums 
of the year is Surf by Donnie Trumpet & the Social Experiment. 
What was the first concert you attended? George Clinton and 
the P. Funk All Stars. I was in 9th grade. I don’t think you can really 
attend a George Clinton concert? A George Clinton concert is something 
that sort of happens to you. If you weren’t a teacher, what would you pick for a career? I’d be an 
astronaut. What is your proudest accomplishment? I’m most proud of having not yet killed the lemon tree 
my wife gave to me for my 29th birthday. I’m really, really proud of that. Publishing a book of short stories 
was neat too. Do you have a favorite app or tech gadget? No. Which pro or college sports team do 
you cheer for? My father attended Virginia Tech, so I grew up cheering for the Virginia Tech Hokies. One of 
my fondest memories as a kid is flying with my dad in our little Cessna from Martin State Airport in Maryland 
to Blacksburg, to watch a Virginia Tech football game on a fall Saturday afternoon. Yes, I’m aware of the 
fact that they used to have an empty glass case in Merryman Athletic Facility that was "meant" to hold an 
eventual National Championship trophy, and I’m also aware of the fact that they recently replaced that empty 
glass case with a horrible statue of a Hokie. Being a Virginia Tech fan nowadays means you’re sad on a lot of 
Saturdays. Did you have a mentor growing up who inspired your career? My high school cross country 
and track coach inspired in me a love for the sport. He took over as coach my senior year, and suddenly 
I saw the results of his good training at work in my own running and racing. He is why I decided to run in 
college, and he’s an influence on my own coaching now. What’s your favorite city abroad? I’d love to 
revisit three cities in particular: Sydney, Florence, and St. Petersburg. My favorite of the three depends on my 
mood, I suppose. I favor Sydney when I want to be alone, Florence when I want to experience that rush one 
feels in the presence of great beauty, and St. Petersburg when I want to watch the rain on Nevsky Prospect. 
If you could travel back in time, what period would you choose? I’d travel back to the winter of 1903. I’d 
go to Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. I’d catch a glimpse of Orville’s short but significant flight that morning. The 
history of human flight is one of the most fascinating histories I’ve read: In the span of sixty-something years 
humans transitioned from humbly pursuing heavier-than-air flight to stepping onto the surface of the moon. 
That history is incredible to me. What trait do you most admire in your colleagues? I admire the intense 
determination of my colleagues to do all they can for our students and for one another. I’ve been a member 
of several different departments and faculty in my career; ours is the one that has made me most at home. 
We have a very talented and special faculty, and I’m happy to be a part of this community. What trait do 
you most admire in your students? I admire my students who take great intellectual risk in the classroom. 
I also admire my students who try and try and try, who overcome failure, who struggle and then succeed. 
Read any good books recently? Mr. Chastain isn’t going to like my answer here. We were supposed to 
read Don Quixote together this past summer. I still haven’t finished it, but I am working on it, I promise. If you 
could eat only one meal this week, what would it be? This answer is fairly simple: beef fajitas.

RYAN CALL
English Department Chair and Coach
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Krystal Davis is starting her fourth year at EHS and 11th year in education. She received her B.A. from the 
University of Alabama and earned a master’s at the University of Salamanca in Spain. At EHS she teaches 
AP Spanish Language and Spanish III Honors, and she is also an assistant track and cross country coach, 
a tech mentor, and a sponsor for the new Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica (National Spanish Honor Society). 
Her parents live in South Houston, and her younger brother lives in California where he is pursuing a career 
as a songwriter.

What’s on your playlist right now? My YouTube playlist is full of nail art videos. What was the first 
concert you attended? My first concert experience was the week after I graduated high school in 2000. 
That following Monday I attended No Doubt, Lit, and the Black Eyed Peas (pre-Fergie) at the Woodlands, 
and then Tuesday I saw Red Hot Chili Peppers and the Foo Fighters at the Compaq Center. If you weren’t 
a teacher, what would you pick for a career? I would love to be a professional traveler like Rick Steves, 
or a lifetime student learning as many languages as I could. Monolingualism can be cured! What is your 
proudest accomplishment? My proudest accomplishment was going to college with five academic 
scholarships. Do you have a favorite app or tech gadget? Right now my favorite app is WhatsApp 
because it lets me communicate for free with my friends across the world. Which pro or college sports 
team do you cheer for? I cheer only for the Crimson Tide of the illustrious University of Alabama. Roll Tide 
All Day! I love watching Tide football because of the roller coaster of emotions they can put me through 
in one season and for the tailgating when I go back to campus for home games. Did you have a mentor 
growing up who inspired your career? I really admired my high school track coach for her knowledge and 
positive attitude. When I became a coach, I tried to bring the same spirit and love for the sport to my athletes. 
What’s your favorite city abroad? My favorite city to visit is Lisbon, Portugal, because it is a beautiful place 
with so many interesting things to see and do. If you could travel back in time, what period would you 
choose? If I could travel back in time I would actually revisit the 1980s. Awesome music, awesome fashion! I 
had a lot of fun as a kid in the '80s. What trait do you most admire in your colleagues? I most admire my 
colleagues for their spirit of teamwork and collaboration, especially in my department.  Everyone’s voice and 
ideas are always heard, and we work so well together to ensure that we are giving our best to our students. 
What trait do you most admire in your students? I admire the curiosity of my students who really love 
language learning and want to understand all the nuances and variations. Read any good books recently? 
One of my former students sent me the Anthony Kiedis autobiography Scar Tissue, and I really enjoyed it. If 
you could eat only one meal this week, what would it be? If I could only eat one meal, I’d want a medium-
rare Filet Oscar with steak fries on the side.

KRYSTAL DAVIS
Spanish Teacher and Coach
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Christine Cepeda grew up in Houston and earned both her bachelor's and master's degrees from Rice 
University. Now in her 10th year at EHS, she serves as the World Languages Chair, teaches Spanish 
II Honors and Spanish IV, and is the director of Diversity in Action. During the summer, she works with 
Breakthrough Houston as Dean of Faculty. Breakthrough is an organization that prepares middle school 
students who have high academic potential but limited educational resources for competitive high school 
programs and college admission. "It's one of the most fulfilling things I do when I'm not teaching here," says 
Cepeda. "I have the unique opportunity to see highly motivated but underserved students from surrounding 
communities attend four-year colleges with the help of Breakthrough."

When not teaching, Cepeda, who married her husband Francisco Aguayo in October, enjoys hiking and 
biking around Houston or traveling to other countries and immersing in different cultures.

What's on your playlist right now? The Weeknd, Enrique Iglesias. What was the first concert you 
attended? Maná (Mexican rock band). If you weren't a teacher, what would you pick for a career? 
Fashion merchandiser. What is your proudest accomplishment? Being the first in my extended family to 
earn a college degree. Do you have a favorite app or tech gadget? Kindle. Which pro or college sports 
team do you cheer for? Houston Rockets! Like most kids in 1993-1995, I was obsessed with them! Did 
you have a mentor growing up who inspired your career? I had a lot of great teachers in the magnet 
schools I attended who always pushed me to do more. What's your favorite city abroad? That is a tough 
one... anywhere in Italy. If you could travel back in time, what period would you choose? The '60s. What 
trait do you most admire in your colleagues? The ability to stay motivated with a smile even in the busiest 
times. What trait do you most admire in your students? Accountability for their own actions. Read any 
good books recently? Bossypants by Tina Fey and The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls. If you could eat 
only one meal this week, what would it be? Any of my mom's home cooking.

CHRISTINE CEPEDA
World Languages Department Chair
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KNIGHTS PRIMED FOR 
CONTINUED SUCCESS 
IN ATHLETICS PILLAR
The EHS Athletic Pillar enjoyed outstanding success 
throughout the 2014-2015 school year. Among many 
highlights, three teams earned SPC titles (football, 
softball, and boys track) and three teams finished as 
SPC runners-up (boys soccer, boys basketball, and 
girls track). Sixteen seniors committed to a college 
athletic experience, and in July, the Houston Chronicle 
named EHS the Top 4A Athletic Program in the city. 

Exceeding last year’s success is certainly a daunting 
task, but the Knights are primed for another 
outstanding year. The success of our junior varsity 
programs over the past few years has allowed us 
to fill the gaps left after graduating a very talented 
senior class in 2015, and our incoming freshman class 
shows great potential. Our junior varsity coaches have 
done a tremendous job of preparing our students for 
varsity competition, and our fall teams look forward to 
both strong individual and team performances at the 
upcoming SPC Championships in Austin.

Several new faces will appear on the sidelines this 
year as we have added six new coaches to our 
impressive ranks. All six serve as classroom teachers 
across five disciplines, and all bring significant 
experience both as student-athletes and coaches. 

New this year, we are partnering with the Positive 
Coaching Alliance. This partnership allows EHS the 
opportunity to provide our students, coaches, and 
parents with PCA’s award-winning seminars and 
workshops. EHS will be hosting seasonal workshops 
for our students at the beginning of each season, 
and our coaches participated in a professional 
development workshop during our October in-service. 
We are planning a parent workshop that will take 
place during our winter athletic season. Our goal 
in partnering with PCA is to continue our work in 
training our students to be strong competitors and 
students, prepared to lead lives of significance in 
service to others. The PCA is also assisting EHS as 
we work define our culture and compete as one team 
committed to serving the mission of Episcopal High 
School. Go Knights!

—Jason Grove, Director of Athletics

Photo by Ashleigh Teel
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His third 
trip took him 
to Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
in July, to volunteer with the Micah Project, a partnership 
with First Presbyterian whose goal is to rescue young boys 
and men from lives on the streets of Tegucigalpa, one of the 
most dangerous cities in the world. Though Drexel struggled 
through several bouts of food poisoning and lost 20 pounds, 
he was able to participate in soccer workshops, Bible studies, 
and bring joy into the children's stressful lives.

"This summer of travel taught me that change happens less 
through doing or fixing and more though loving," says Drexel. 
"It's a hard reality that so many children are orphaned all over 
the world," he adds. "It is harder still that so many remain 
spiritually orphaned, and many of those are in Houston as 
well as overseas. There is opportunity everywhere in every 
circumstance to witness to the true power of love that comes 
through faith."

Religion teacher and football and 
soccer coach John Drexel '10 
finished his first year of teaching 
in May and anticipated enjoying a 
long, relaxing summer, but instead traveled on three mission 
trips that took him to two different continents. While he 
admits he did not get the "R&R" he desired, he returned to 
the classroom this fall renewed by a global perspective he 
could share with his students and the satisfaction of making a 
positive impact on people's lives.

Drexel's first mission trip in June took him to Lukaska, 
Zambia, with the ministry Family Legacy. Family Legacy hosts 
several week-long summer camps for children and teens, 
almost all orphaned "living in some of the deepest poverty 
on earth," Drexel explains. More than 1 million children in 
Zambia are orphaned due to AIDS/HIV or extreme poverty. 
Counselors like Drexel spend the week with the children 
where they enjoy lighthearted activities such as songs and 
games as well Bible studies. Seeing so many children without 
parents and on the verge of starvation stunned Drexel. An 
afternoon that stays with him was meeting a boy named 
Steven who lived in a mud hut with a makeshift family where 
the girls were forced into prostitution to earn money to buy 
groceries and support the household. "I was at loss as to 
what I could offer them," he recalls. "For half an hour we sat 
telling stories, laughing, and talking about the Gospel, and I 
realized that my faith was the best treasure I could share."

Drexel's second trip in the latter part of June reunited him with 
the First Presbyterian Youth Group that he has volunteered 
with for 10 years. Last summer, the group traveled to 
Jamaica to work on construction projects at run-down 
churches. As one of the supervisors, Drexel manages 
130 high school students who help with painting and 
light construction chores. Drexel appreciates how 
this trip introduced him to mission work when he was a 
teen, and so he is glad to lead the high school students in the 
hope that the experience will spark their interest in life-long 
service.

GOING THE DISTANCE
EHS Teachers Enhance Classroom Expertise with Summer Travel



For history teacher 
Alice Davidson, gaining 
knowledge of other cultures 
through travel--experiencing 
the architecture, music, and 
art—is imperative to making history 
classes come alive. This summer 
she was lucky enough to explore 
two ancient cultures, one in Turkey 
and another in Oklahoma.

The Turkish Cultural Foundation in Washington, D.C., awarded 
Davidson an all-expense paid study-tour from June 27 to July 
11 that covered several Turkish cities and sights including 
Istanbul, Gallipoli, Troy, and Ankara. The group visited 
landmarks such as Topkapi Palace, the Spice Bazaar, the 
Basilica of St. John, the Pamukkale Springs, and the 57th 
Infantry Regiment Cemetery.

Cultural events included lessons about Turkish glass making, 
paper marbling, a Whirling Dervish ceremony, and briefings 
with Turkish and U.S. government representatives on current 
affairs and foreign and domestic policy. One of the most 
interesting discussions was analyzing the worldwide migrant 
crisis. "The Turkish diplomat commented how the United 
States struggles to handle 200,000 child refugees from 
Central America, while the Turkish government is inundated 
with 1,000,000 Syrian refugees," she explains.

Davidson was one of five teachers in Texas to be awarded 
this trip. She discovered the opportunity during an all-day 
seminar on "Current Issues in Turkey" sponsored by the 
World Affairs Council of Houston. "The benefit for my classes 
will be immense," says Davidson. "I see how differently the 
students react when I speak about China because I've been 
there and know small cultural details. I am sure my lessons 
about Anatolia, Islam, Troy, and the Hittites will change, since 
I will have personal knowledge about these places. I hope my 
enthusiasm will rub off on my students," she adds.

Davidson had barely unpacked her suitcase when she turned 
around and traveled to Oklahoma to study the Comanche 
Indians at the Comanche National 
Museum and Cultural Center 
(CNMCC) from July 17 to 20. 

The CNMCC, in collaboration with a grant from Texas Tech, 
sponsored 16 Texas teachers with a 4-day immersion in 
Comanche history and culture. Davidson says the tribe played 
a significant role in Lone Star history, and yet that history 
is not often shared in Texas schools. The CNMCC itinerary 
included the Comanche Nation Tribal Complex and the 
Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge, as well as Fort Sill, the only 
active Army installation in the Southern Plains, which was built 
during the Indian Wars in the late 1860s.

Davidson and the group heard about Comanche art from 
Native American artist Ed Hoosier and attended a seminar 
on Comanche trade and travel as well as an authentic 
homecoming pow-wow, or dance ceremony. "One piece 
of trivia we learned is that Pendleton blankets are a status 
symbol in Comanche culture," says Davidson, "and certain 
patterns are more coveted than others."

The Comanche tribe is in danger of extinction. "There are 
only about 15,000 Comanches left in the United States," 
says Davidson, "because the tribe requires a person to have 
one-eighth Comanche blood to be considered a Comanche." 
Through programs such as the one sponsored by CNMCC, 
the Comanches hope to preserve their nation and pass on the 
pride and traditions that make their people unique.

—Claire C. Fletcher

Oklahoma – Alice Davidson 
with Comanche Princesses

Jamaica – John Drexel with First 
Presbyterian Youth Group

Honduras – John Drexel 
with Micah Project

Turkey – Alice Davidson at 
Pamukkale Calcium Falls

Zambia – John Drexel with Family Legacy Camp
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HAUNTCERT 
This year's annual Hauntcert performance  

featured spine-chilling music and cinematic favorites  
along with a tribute to Edgar Allan Poe. 

Photos by Ashleigh Teel.
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IN MEMORIAM
Rick McCord

Rick McCord, Founding Trustee, Life Trustee, and 
staunch supporter of EHS passed away on 
October 21, 2015.

A window in the Benitez Chapel is dedicated in 
Rick’s honor. Appropriately it is the Choosing of 
the Disciples, where Jesus selects Simon (Peter), 
a fisherman, as his first disciple. In Luke Chapter 
5, Jesus instructs Peter that he will become a 
fisher of men, bringing others to the fold. Through 
his many generous contributions to the School, 
Rick gathered many to the Episcopal High School 
community.

As a founding Trustee, Rick McCord oversaw the renovations 
and additions to the campus in 1983 and 1984, allowing the first 
students to attend EHS. He was most proud of his work in writing the current Mission Statement of the 
School. In addition to his successful business, McCord Development, Inc., he served on various boards 
including UT Health, the Charles T. and Mary S. McCord Foundation, Memorial Hermann Hospital, and The 
Lawrenceville School.

Rick is survived by his wife, Jane, and children Meredith '92, Ryan, and Anne.

David Underwood

David Underwood, a longtime supporter of EHS, 
passed away in August 2015. As it is written in 
Luke 8:15, "the seed on good soil stands for those 
with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, 
retain it, and by persevering produce a crop." 
Simply put, without the vision and loyal support 
of Lynda and David Underwood, there may not 
have been an Episcopal High School. It is upon 
the soil of their good work that Episcopal High 
School flourishes.

David exemplified the EHS mission, living a life 
of significance in service to others. David's service 
touched many institutions in addition to ours, including 
The Kinkaid School, The Methodist Hospital, the Texas 
Medical Center, and Phillips Academy. He was the recipient 
of many awards, including the Maurice Hirsch Award for Philanthropy presented by the Greater Houston 
Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals.

Mourning his loss are his wife, EHS Life Trustee and Founder Lynda Knapp Underwood, his sons David Jr. 
and Duncan '89, his daughter Catherine Underwood Murray, and many family and friends.



Juniors Matthew Leggett, 
Madison Houston, and Cameron 

Gray. Photo by Ashleigh Teel.
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