
Chinese 1 
World Languages 

 
Texts Integrated Chinese Level 1 part 1, Textbook, character workbook, 

workbook, Tao-chung Yao 
Culture handout (pages from Ni Hao textbook series) 

Course 
Overview 

This course introduces students to the Chinese language and culture. It is 
designed to lay the foundation for interpretive, interpersonal and 
presentational communication skills. Students will be familiar with 
Pinyin pronunciation system as well as the characters. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Connect what they have learned in other subjects to Chinese 
• Distinguish the four different tones in order to improve listening 

skills 
• Communicate in Chinese in different topics 
• Translate English sentences into Chinese 
• Type and write in Chinese characters 
• Identify radicals 
• Play Chinese yoyo 
• Write with Chinese writing brush (calligraphy) 
• Cooperate with peers in different group activities 
• Compare own culture with Chinese culture 
• Know how to form yes/no questions in Chinese 
• Synthesize information and write a well-organized paragraph 
• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures, 

such as “wh” questions and sentence order as subject, time, place and 
verb 

• Research Chinese culture on the Internet for presentation 
Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 

Tests 
Speaking presentations (individual and group, language/culture) 
Writing small paragraphs on different topics 
Workbook (listening comprehension, reading comprehension and 
writing) 
Writing Chinese characters 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Power point presentation for Mid-Autumn Festival 
Interview classmates for personal information in Chinese 
Writing practice: practice typing in Chinese and composing in Chinese 

Technology Power point, projector, YouTube clips, type in Chinese, movies, language 
lab 

Other Notes Students will try to speak or write in Chinese as much as possible. For 
example, they will use Chinglish to write emails to the teacher or greet 
the teacher in Chinese in the hallway. 

 



Chinese 2 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Integrated Chinese Level 1 part 1 and 2, Textbook, character workbook, 
workbook, Tao-chung Yao 
Culture handout (pages from Ni Hao textbook series) 

Course 
Overview 

This course is an extension of Chinese 1 with emphasis on more complex 
sentence structures. It builds and refines the students’ interpretive, 
interpersonal, and presentational communication skills.  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Distinguish and articulate the four different tones in order to 

improve listening and speaking skills 
• Communicate in Chinese on different topics 
• Translate English sentences into Chinese 
• Compare own culture with Chinese culture 
• Infer the meaning of unknown characters through radicals 
• Appreciate Chinese tea through making and drinking the tea 
• Respond orally to sets of questions on different topics 
• Synthesize information and write well-organized paragraphs 
• Understand Chinese culture through singing Chinese children’s 

songs and pop music 
• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures, 

including words signifying past tense and future tense and “if,” 
“after,” “before,”  “not only, but also” and “although” sentences in 
Chinese 

• Research Chinese culture on the internet for presentation 
Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 

Tests 
Speaking presentations (individual and group, language/culture) 
Writing small paragraphs on different topics 
Workbook (listening comprehension, reading comprehension and 
writing) 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Power point presentation for Chinese New Year 
Using new vocabulary to make sentences  
Writing practice: practice typing in Chinese and composing in Chinese 
Open shops 

Technology iMovie, projector, language lab, movies, YouTube clips 
 



Chinese 3/ Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Integrated Chinese Level 1 part 2, Textbook, character workbook, 
workbook, Tao-chung Yao 
Culture handout (pages from Ni Hao textbook series) 

Course 
Overview 

This course is intended as a precursor to Chinese Language and Culture 
AP; thus many practices are similar to those of the AP class. Chinese 
language syntax and grammar are studied in depth, with lessons from 
earlier years expanded and refined. The Honors class requires more 
advanced activities at an accelerated pace and the ability to write in 
characters. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in Chinese on different topics 
• Compare and contrast their own culture with Chinese culture 
• Infer the meaning of unknown phrases  
• Respond orally to sets of questions on different topics 
• Synthesize information and write well-organized essays (Honors 

can use only characters, not pinyin) 
• Create scenarios and dialogues for skits. 
• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures, 

such as comparison, past experience, and potential complement  
• Understand chéng yǔ and know the literal meaning and the deeper 

moral. Honors need to know how to use chéng yǔ in context. 
• Retell and edit chéng yǔ stories 
• Research Chinese culture on the Internet for presentation  

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 
Tests  
Speaking presentations (individual and group, language/culture) 
Writing essays on different topics 
Workbook (listening comprehension, reading comprehension and 
writing) 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Treasure hunt (direction) 
Retell chéng yǔ stories in own words 
Write restaurant reviews 
Writing practice: practice typing in Chinese and composing in Chinese 

Technology 
 

Power point, projector, iMovie, YouTube clips, type in Chinese, movies, 
language lab 

Other Notes Students should be able to speak mainly in Chinese in class 
 

 



Chinese 4/ Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Integrated Chinese Level 1 part 2, Tao-chung Yao  
The classroom kit consists of: 
Textbook, character workbook, workbook 
Culture handout (pages from Ni Hao textbook series) 

Course 
Overview 

This course is also intended as a precursor to Chinese Language and 
Culture AP; thus many practices are similar to those of the AP class. 
Chinese language syntax and grammar are studied in depth, with lessons 
from earlier years expanded and refined. The Honors class requires 
more advanced activities at an accelerated pace and the ability to 
write in characters. 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in Chinese on different topics 
• Compare and contrast own culture with Chinese culture 
• Infer the meaning of unknown phrases through the words they have 

learned 
• Respond orally to sets of questions on different topics 
• Synthesize information and write well-organized essays (Honors can 

use only characters, not pinyin) 
• Create scenarios and dialogues for skits. 
• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures, 

such as comparison, past experience, and potential complement  
• Understand Chinese idioms and compare with similar English 

idioms. Honors need to know how to use it in context. 
• Retell and edit Chinese idioms stories 
• Research Chinese culture on the Internet for presentation 
• Read song lyrics and poems. Use inference to understand the writers’ 

or poets’ moods. 
Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 

Tests  
Speaking presentations (individual and group, language/culture) 
Writing essays on different topics 
Workbook (listening comprehension, reading comprehension and 
writing) 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Compose in Chinese in a timed period, AP style 
Answer questions on different topics instantly in a timed period 
Power point presentation of ghost month 

Technology 
 

Power point, projector, YouTube clips, type in Chinese, movies, language 
lab, iMovie 

 



Chinese AP 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Integrated Chinese Level 2 textbook, character workbook, workbook, 
Tao-chung Yao 
Barron’s AP Chinese and Culture practice book 

Course 
Overview 

The main course objective for Chinese Language and Culture AP is to 
refine and further develop students’ abilities in Chinese oral and formal 
written communication. The course also provides an introduction to 
literary Chinese and ancient Chinese literature. The syllabus for this 
course meets the curriculum requirements set forth by the College Board 
and has been approved. 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary  
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations, 

interviews, and debates 
• Analyze and interpret a variety of literary and non-literary texts for 

discussion or written response 
• Compose email response and short stories with stimuli in a timed 

period on different topics in Chinese 
• Respond orally to sets of six questions on different topics 
• Comprehend news broadcasts, interviews, advertisements (listening 

and reading), and conversations 
• Compare and contrast own culture with Chinese culture 
• Introduce different Chinese cultures and traditions in Chinese, such 

as different regions of cuisine, medicine, and musical instruments. 
• Express view points on various topics  
• Support points of views with organized reasoning, in speaking and 

writing 
Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 

Tests  
Speaking presentations (individual and group, language/culture) 
Writing stories and email responses on different topics in a timed period 
Workbook (listening comprehension, reading comprehension and 
writing) 

Sample 
Activities 

Power point presentation for different regions of cuisines in China 
Watch real Chinese TV shows on YouTube. Discuss and debate issues 
on different topics. 

Technology Power point, projector, YouTube clips, type in Chinese, movies, 
language lab 

 



French 1 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Espaces, Espaces Workbook/Video Manual and Espaces Lab manual, 
Cherie Mitschke and Cheryl Tano 

Course 
Overview 

This course introduces students to the French language and francophone 
cultures.  It is designed to lay the foundation for interpretive, 
interpersonal and presentational communication skills.  Students learn 
vocabulary, grammar, and culture through thematically based units. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations 

and conducting peer interviews 
• Pronounce letters and sounds to improve speaking skills 
• Understand conversations between francophone characters in video 

clips 
• Analyze reading selections for discussion or written response 

(Interpretive Communication) 
• Write a response to an e-mail prompt in e-mal format (Interpersonal 

Writing) 
• Respond orally to a simulated telephone conversation using the 

prompts provided (Interpersonal Speaking) 
• Explore and research francophone communities on the internet for 

oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 
• Compare and contrast francophone communities to their 

community 
(Presentational Speaking) 

• Synthesize information and write a well-organized paragraph 
(Presentational Writing) 

• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures 
• Demonstrate proficiency in the following verb tenses: the present, 

the near future, and the past tense with the auxiliary verb avoir 
 

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 
Verb and grammar quizzes 
Lesson Quizzes which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking 
and writing components 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Unit tests 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammar 
structures through question and answer warm-ups and peer interviews 
and conversations 



Textbook and workbook activities to practice new vocabulary and 
grammar structures 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab (i.e. 
respond orally to a verbal prompt, engage in a conversation with a peer or 
respond to a simulated telephone conversation) 
In class written e-mail response 
Oral and written presentations for each unit 

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 
 



French 2  
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Espaces, Espaces Workbook/Video Manual, Espaces Lab manual, Cherie 
Mitschke and Cheryl Tano 

Course 
Overview 

This course is an extension of French 1 with emphasis on more complex 
sentence structures and a variety of verb tenses.  It builds and refines the 
student’s interpretive, interpersonal and presentational communication 
skills.  Students learn vocabulary, grammar and culture through 
thematically based units. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations 

and conducting peer interviews 
• Pronounce letters and sounds to improve speaking skills 
• Understand conversations between francophone characters in video 

clips 
• Analyze reading selections for discussion or written response 

(Interpretive Communication) 
• Write a response to an e-mail prompt in e-mal format (Interpersonal 

Writing) 
• Respond orally to a simulated telephone conversation using the 

prompts provided (Interpersonal Speaking) 
• Explore and research francophone communities on the internet for 

oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 
• Compare and contrast francophone communities to their 

community 
(Presentational Speaking) 

• Synthesize information and write a well-organized paragraphs 
(Presentational Writing) 

• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures 
• Demonstrate proficiency in the following verb tenses: the present, 

near future, past tense with avoir and être, the imperfect, the future 
and the conditional 
 
 

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 
Verb and grammar quizzes 
Lesson Quizzes which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking 
and writing components 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Unit tests 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 



Sample 
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammar 
structures through question and answer warm-ups and peer interviews 
and conversations 
Textbook and workbook activities to practice new vocabulary and 
grammar structures 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab (i.e. 
respond orally to a verbal prompt, engage in a conversation with a peer or 
respond to a simulated telephone conversation) 
In class written e-mail response 
Oral and  written presentations for each unit 

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 
 
 

 



French 2 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts Espaces, Espaces Workbook/Video Manual, Espaces Lab manual, Cherie 

Mitschke and Cheryl Tano 
Course 
Overview 

This course is an extension of French 1 with emphasis on more complex 
sentence structures and a variety of verb tenses.  It builds and refines the 
student’s interpretive, interpersonal and presentational communication 
skills.  Students learn vocabulary, grammar and culture through 
thematically based units.  This course includes more advanced activities 
and assessments at an accelerated pace. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations 

and conducting peer interviews 
• Pronounce letters and sounds to improve speaking skills 
• Understand conversations between francophone characters in video 

clips 
• Analyze reading selections for discussion or written response 

(Interpretive Communication) 
• Write a response to an e-mail prompt in e-mal format (Interpersonal 

Writing) 
• Respond orally to a simulated telephone conversation using the 

prompts provided (Interpersonal Speaking) 
• Explore and research francophone communities on the internet for 

oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 
• Compare and contrast francophone communities to their 

community 
(Presentational Speaking) 

• Synthesize information and write a well-organized paragraphs 
(Presentational Writing) 

• Demonstrate understanding and control of grammatical structures 
• Demonstrate proficiency in the following verb tenses: the present, 

near future, past tense with avoir and être, the imperfect, the future 
and the conditional 
 

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 
Verb and grammar quizzes 
Lesson Quizzes which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking 
and writing components 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Unit tests 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 



Sample  
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammar 
structures through question and answer warm-ups and peer interviews 
and conversations 
Textbook and workbook activities to practice new vocabulary and 
grammar structures 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab (i.e. 
respond orally to a verbal prompt, engage in a conversation with a peer or 
respond to a simulated telephone conversation) 
In class written e-mail response 
Oral and written presentations for each unit 

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



French 3 
World Languages 

 
Texts Face-À-Face, Ghillebaert, F. 

Course 
Overview 

This course is designed to strengthen and refine the student’s interpretive, 
interpersonal and presentational communication skills.  Students learn 
vocabulary, grammar and culture through six thematically based units 
that directly parallel the six themes of the AP French Language and 
Culture course.  It emphasizes more complex verb tenses, moods and 
grammatical structures. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations 

and conducting peer interviews 
• Understand conversations between francophone characters in short 

films from a variety of francophone filmmakers 
• Analyze reading selections for discussion or written response 

(Interpretive Communication) 
• Write a response to an e-mail prompt in e-mail format (Interpersonal 

Writing) 
• Respond orally to a simulated telephone conversation using the 

prompts provided (Interpersonal Speaking) 
• Explore and research francophone communities on the internet for 

oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 
• Compare and contrast francophone communities to their 

community 
(Presentational Speaking) 

• Synthesize information and write well-organized essays    
(Presentational Writing) 

• Demonstrate understanding and control of verb tenses, moods and 
grammatical structures 

• Demonstrate proficiency in the following verb tenses and moods: 
the present, near future, past tense with avoir and être, imperative, 
imperfect, future, conditional, past and future perfect, past 
conditional and present and past subjunctive 

 
 

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 
Verb and grammar tests 
Unit tests which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking and 
writing components 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 



Sample 
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammar 
structures through question and answer warm-ups and peer interviews 
and conversations 
Textbook and workbook activities to practice new vocabulary and 
grammar structures 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab (i.e. 
respond orally to a verbal prompt, engage in a conversation with a peer or 
respond to a simulated telephone conversation) 
In class written e-mail response 
Oral and written presentations for each unit 

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 
 



French 3 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Face-À-Face, Ghillebaert, F. 
Une fois pour toutes, Sturges, Nielson and Berbst 

Course 
Overview 

This course is designed to strengthen and refine the student’s interpretive, 
interpersonal and presentational communication skills.  Students learn 
vocabulary, grammar and culture through six thematically based units 
that directly parallel the six themes of the AP French Language and 
Culture course.  This course emphasizes more complex verb tenses, 
moods and grammatical structures. It requires more advanced activities at 
an accelerated pace. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations 

and conducting peer interviews 
• Understand conversations between francophone characters in short 

films from a variety of francophone filmmakers 
• Analyze reading selections for discussion or written response 

(Interpretive Communication) 
• Write a response to an e-mail prompt in e-mail format (Interpersonal 

Writing) 
• Respond orally to a simulated telephone conversation using the 

prompts provided (Interpersonal Speaking) 
• Explore and research francophone communities on the internet for 

oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 
• Compare and contrast francophone communities to their 

community 
(Presentational Speaking) 

• Synthesize information and write well-organized essays    
(Presentational Writing) 

• Demonstrate understanding and control of verb tenses, moods and 
grammatical structures 

• Demonstrate proficiency in the following verb tenses and moods: 
the present, near future, past tense with avoir and être, imperative, 
imperfect, future, conditional, past and future perfect, past 
conditional and present and past subjunctive 

 
Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 

Verb and grammar tests 
Unit tests which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking and 
writing components 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 



Sample 
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammar 
structures through question and answer warm-ups and peer interviews 
and conversations 
Textbook and workbook activities to practice new vocabulary and 
grammar structures 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab (i.e. 
respond orally to a verbal prompt, engage in a conversation with a peer or 
respond to a simulated telephone conversation) 
In-class written e-mail response 
Oral and/or written presentations for each unit 

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 



AP French Language and Culture 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Allons au-delà, Ladd, R. 
LA LANGUE ET LES CULTURES DU MONDE FRANCOPHONE 
AP FRENCH 
Preparing for the Language et Culture Examination 
Une fois pour toutes, Ladd, R. 

Course 
Overview 

This advanced course is structured around six specific themes to promote 
exploration of the language in context and develop students’ 
understanding of the target culture. The themes are: Global Challenges, 
Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal and Public 
Identities, Families and Communities and Beauty and Aesthetics. Each 
theme includes recommended contexts (subthemes) and overarching 
essential questions.  Students will become proficient in three modes of 
communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal and Presentational. There are 
six primary learning objectives across these three modes: Spoken and 
Written Interpersonal Communication, Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual 
Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive 
Communication, and Spoken and Written Presentational Communication. 
The syllabus for   this course meets the nine curriculum requirements set 
forth by the College Board and has been approved. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in conversations 

interviews, and debates 
• Analyze a variety of literary and non-literary texts for discussion or 

written response (Interpretive Communication) 
• Synthesize information from two sources: written and audio and 

respond to questions (Interpretive Communication, Print and Audio 
Texts) 

• Understand news broadcasts, interviews, advertisements, 
conversations and podcasts for listening comprehension (Interpretive 
Communication, Audio Texts) 

• Write a response to an e-mail prompt in e-mail format (Interpersonal 
Writing) 

• Respond orally to a simulated telephone conversation using the 
prompts provided (Interpersonal Speaking) 

• Explore and research francophone communities on the internet for 
oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 

• Compare and contrast francophone communities to their 
community 
(Presentational Speaking) 

• Synthesize information from three sources and write a five 
paragraph persuasive argument on the topic (Presentational Writing) 



• Demonstrate understanding and control of verb tenses, moods and 
grammatical structures 

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 
Verb and grammar tests 
Chapter tests which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking 
and writing components 
Unit (Theme) tests 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammatical 
structures  
Textbook and workbook activities to practice new vocabulary in the 
themes and subthemes 
Discuss and debate issues presented in the themes and subthemes 
Review grammar, verb tenses and moods 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab (i.e. 
respond orally to a verbal prompt, engage in a conversation with a peer or 
respond to a simulated telephone conversation) 
In class written e-mail response 
In class presentational essay  
Oral presentation for each theme 

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 



French 5 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts Trésors du Temps, Lenard, Y. 

Course 
Overview 

This course is an advanced survey of French history and literature.  Verb 
tenses, moods, and grammatical structures are reviewed. 
Current events are also discussed on a weekly basis. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 
• Communicate in the target language by engaging in discussions and 

debates 
• Analyze a variety of literary texts for discussion or written response 

(Interpretive Communication) 
• Understand news broadcasts, interviews and podcasts for listening 

comprehension and current events (Interpretive Communication, 
Audio Texts) 

• Explore and research historical events and literary movements for 
oral and written presentations (Presentational Speaking and Writing) 

• Connect literature to historical settings and events 
• Synthesize ideas found in multiple literary works 
• Compare and contrast literary works 
• Demonstrate understanding and control of verb tenses, moods and 

grammatical structures 
Assessments Vocabulary quizzes 

Verb and grammar tests 
Chapter tests which include listening, vocabulary, grammar, speaking 
and writing components 
Reading comprehension assessments 
Listening comprehension and speaking activities in the Language Lab 
Oral and written projects and presentations 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Practice speaking on a daily basis to master vocabulary and grammatical 
structures  
Practice using new vocabulary through textbook exercises. 
Discuss the answers to the historical and literary questions in the 
textbook 
In class reading of a variety of written works of poetry and prose 
Review grammar, verb tenses and moods 
Weekly listening and speaking activities in the Language Lab  

Technology Weekly practice and assessments in the Language Lab, power points, 
podcasts, video clips and films 

 
 



Latin 1 
World Languages 

 
Texts Cambridge Latin Course Units 1 and 2, Pope, S. 

Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and grammar, practice in 
reading and translating Latin, instruction and research  in the history and 
culture of the ancient Romans,  recognition of Latin elements in English 
words  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Pronounce and understand Latin words 
• Acquire Latin vocabulary 
• Learn basic rules of grammar (declensions and conjugations) 
• Analyze a Latin sentence in terms of its grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read and understand sentences written in Latin 
• Comprehend passages written in Latin 
• Connect readings to the cultural and historical setting 
• Discuss topics such as daily life of a Pompeian, gladiatorial shows, 

slavery in the Empire 
• Research and write with appropriate documentation about cultural 

and historical topics:  Roman Britain, Trade….  
• Identify Latin roots in esoteric English words to help figure out 

meaning  
• Take practice quizzes on line using the Cambridge School Classics 

Project 
Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary and basic grammar 

 Tests that require the students to translate sentences and comprehend 
paragraphs written in Latin 
 Research assignment with documentation on a cultural or historical topic 
using iMovie. 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Reading and translating in class, practicing declensions and conjugations, 
discussing culture and history, taking quizzes on line, doing exercises 
with Latin roots 

 
Technology Video/DVDs ,  CD Roms, Cambridge School Classics Project for on-line 

activities and resources 
 
 



Latin 2  
World Languages 

 
Texts Oxford Latin Course Part II, Balme, M. 

Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and grammar, practice in 
reading and translating Latin texts, instruction and research in the history 
of the ancient Romans  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire more Latin vocabulary 
• Review basic rules of grammar (declensions and conjugations) 
• Learn more complex grammatical constructions, subjunctive mood 

etc. 
• Analyze Latin sentences in terms of grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read and comprehend passages written in Latin 
• Explore the Roman Forum, Colosseum, Pantheon, Ostia and ancient 

sites through virtual tours  
• Appreciate Roman history 
• Connect readings to the Roman poet Horace and his historical 

setting 
• Discuss the life of the poet Horace and the accomplishments of 

Julius Caesar 
• Create a PowerPoint presenting highlights of the life and 

accomplishments of Julius Caesar with documentation 
• Translate the opening passage of Caesar’s Gallic War 
• Read Pliny’s account of the death of Julius Caesar  
• Watch selected parts of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar 
• Discuss Mark Anthony’s funeral oration 
• Translate Latin words, phrases and abbreviations used in English 
• Translate mottos and famous Latin quotes 
• Translate Latin terms used by doctors, nurses, lawyers, and clergy  
• Recognize the gods and heroes of Greco-Roman mythology and tell 

their stories  
•  Create an iMovie on Augustus with appropriate documentation 

Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary and grammar 
Tests that require the students to translate sentences and comprehend 
paragraphs written in Latin 
Research assignments with documentation on Caesar and Augustus 

Sample 
Activities 

 Reading and translating in class, reviewing declensions and conjugations, 
discussing history, viewing DVDs and CD-Roms 

Technology Video/DVDs ,  CD-Roms, PowerPoint and iMovie 
 
 



Latin 2 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts Oxford Latin Course Part II, Balme, M. 

Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and grammar, practice in 
reading and translating Latin texts, instruction and research in the history 
of the ancient Romans  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire more Latin vocabulary 
• Review basic rules of grammar (declensions and conjugations) 
• Learn more complex grammatical constructions, subjunctive mood 

etc. 
• Analyze Latin sentences in terms of  grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read and comprehend passages written in Latin 
• Explore the Roman Forum, Colosseum, Pantheon, Ostia and ancient 

sites through virtual tours  
• Appreciate Roman history 
• Connect readings to the Roman poet Horace and his historical setting 
• Discuss the life of the poet Horace and the accomplishments of Julius 

Caesar 
• Research and write with appropriate documentation about the death 

of Julius Caesar using primary sources 
• Translate the opening passage of Caesar’s Gallic War 
• Read Pliny’s account of the death of Julius Caesar  
• Watch selected parts of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar 
• Discuss Mark Anthony’s funeral oration 
• Translate Latin words, phrases and abbreviations used in English 
• Translate mottos and famous Latin quotes 
• Translate Latin terms used by doctors, nurses, lawyers, and clergy  
• Recognize the gods and heroes of Greco-Roman mythology and tell 

their stories  
•  Create an iMovie on Augustus and Trajan with appropriate 

documentation 
Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary and grammar 

Tests that require the students to translate sentences and comprehend 
paragraphs written in Latin 
Research assignments with documentation on Caesar and Roman 
Emperors 

Sample 
Activities 

 Reading and translating in class, reviewing declensions and conjugations, 
discussing history, viewing DVDs and CD-Roms 

Technology Video/DVDs ,  CD-Roms, PowerPoint and iMovie 
 



Latin 3  
World Languages 

 
Texts Latin An Intensive Course, Moreland, F and Fleischer, R. 

Latin for Americans, Level 3, Ullman, B. and Suskin, A. 
Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and review of grammar, 
practice in reading and translating works of famous classical authors, 
instruction and research into the lives of the poets, writers and historians 
and their times 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to : 
• Acquire more Latin vocabulary 
• Review basic rules of grammar (declensions and conjugations) 
• Review more complex grammatical constructions, subjunctive mood 

etc. 
• Analyze Latin sentences in terms of grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of famous 

ancient Roman poets: Ovid, Catullus and Horace 
• Recognize meter (dactylic hexameter) and figures of speech 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of Cicero and 

the Roman historians: Sallust, Livy and Tacitus 
• Connect readings to the biographies of the writers and their historical 

settings 
• Discuss the lives and times of the poets, Ovid, Catullus and Horace 
• Discuss why the works of these poets remain relevant today  
• Discuss the life and literary style of the Roman lawyer, orator and 

statesman Cicero 
• Appreciate the works of the Roman historians: Sallust Livy and 

Tacitus  
• Research and write with appropriate documentation about one of the 

ancient historians 
• Translate Latin epitaphs, inscriptions and a selection from the 

Vulgate 
• Understand the Roman dating system 
• Create an iMovie on a topic such as the Roman army, ancient 

medicine, mythology in art and literature, Roman law, trade 
Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary and grammar 

Tests that require the students to translate passages and understand the 
context of selections from works of Roman poets and historians 
Research assignments with documentation on the Roman historians 
and subjects such as ancient medicine, law, trade etc. 

Sample 
Activities 

 Reading and translating in class, reviewing grammar, discussing the lives 
and works of Roman poets and historians 

Technology   CD-Rom, PowerPoint and iMovie, Google maps 
 



Latin 3 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts Latin:  An Intensive Course,  Moreland, F. and Fleisher, R. 

Latin for Americans, Level 3, Ullman, B. and Suskin, A. 
Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and review of grammar, 
practice in reading and translating works of famous classical authors, 
instruction and research into the lives of the poets, writers and historians 
and their times 
Developing skill in reading Latin at sight 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to:  
• Acquire more Latin vocabulary 
• Review basic rules of grammar (declensions and conjugations) 
• Review more complex grammatical constructions, subjunctive mood 

etc. 
• Analyze Latin sentences in terms of grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of famous 

ancient Roman poets: Ovid, Catullus and Horace 
• Recognize meter (dactylic hexameter) and figures of speech 
• Practice scansion 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of Cicero and 

the Roman historians: Sallust, Livy and Tacitus 
• Connect readings to the biographies of the writers and their 

historical settings 
• Discuss the lives and times of the poets, Ovid, Catullus and Horace 
• Discuss why the works of these poets remain relevant today  
• Discuss the life and literary style of the Roman lawyer, orator and 

statesman Cicero 
• Compare and contrast the works of the Roman historians: Sallust 

Livy and Tacitus  
• Research and write with appropriate documentation about the 

ancient historians 
• Translate Latin epitaphs, inscriptions and a selection from the 

Vulgate 
• Understand the Roman dating system 
• Understand Latin terms used in anatomy 
• Create an iMovie on a topic such as the Roman army, ancient 

medicine, mythology in art and literature, Roman law, trade 
Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary and grammar 

Tests that require the students to translate passages and understand the 
context of selections from works of Roman poets and historians 
Research assignments with documentation on the Roman historians 
and subjects such as ancient medicine, law, trade etc. 



Sample 
Activities 

 Reading and translating in class, reviewing grammar, discussing the lives 
and works of Roman poets and historians 

Technology   CD-Rom, PowerPoint and iMovie, Google maps 
 
 



Latin Literature  
World Languages 

 
Texts Vergil’s Aeneid, Pharr Bolchazy-Carducci 

Caesar Selections from his Commentarii  De Bello Gallico, Mueller 
Bolchazy-Carducci 
Catullus Expanded edition, Horace Selected Odes 

Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and review of grammar, 
Practice in reading, translating, analyzing and appreciating the poems of 
Catullus and Horace  
Instruction and research into the lives of Roman poets and their times 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire more Latin vocabulary 
• Review more complex grammatical constructions, subjunctive mood 

etc. 
• Analyze Latin sentences in terms of grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of famous 

ancient Roman poets:  Catullus, Horace and Ovid 
• Recognize meters (dactylic hexameter and hendecasyllabic) and 

figures of speech 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of Cicero and 

the Roman historians 
• Connect readings to the biographies of the writers and their 

historical settings 
• Discuss the lives and times of the poets: Catullus, Horace, Ovid 
• Discuss why the works of these poets remain relevant today  
• Analyze and write about the poems of Catullus and Horace 
• Create a PowerPoint using Google Maps to trace the route taken by 

the poet Catullus, from the Black Sea to Italy as described in a poem 
• Recognize the influence of different philosophies: Epicurean, Stoic 
• Understand references to mythology  
• Create an iMovie on an Ode of Horace  
• Discuss the life and literary style of the Roman lawyer, orator and 

statesman Cicero 
• Translate Latin epitaphs and inscriptions  
• Understand the Roman dating system 

Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary  
Tests that require the students to translate passages and understand the 
context of selections from works of Roman poets. 
PowerPoint and imovie revealing the structure and themes of poems.  

Sample 
Activities 

 Reading and translating in class, reviewing grammar, discussing the lives 
and works of Roman poets and historians 

Technology   CD-Rom, PowerPoint and iMovie, Google maps, Perseus website 
 



Latin Literature Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Catullus Expanded edition, Horace Selected Odes,  
Latin An Intensive Course, Moreland, F. and Fleischer, R. 
Vergil’s Aeneid, Pharr Bolchazy-Carducci 

Course 
Overview 

Instruction and acquisition of vocabulary and review of grammar, 
Practice in reading, translating, analyzing and appreciating the poems of 
Catullus and Horace  
Developing skill in reading Latin at sight 
Instruction and research into the lives of Roman poets, writers and 
historians and their times 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Acquire more Latin vocabulary 
• Review more complex grammatical constructions, subjunctive mood 

etc. 
• Analyze Latin sentences in terms of grammatical elements 
• Apply rules of grammar to decode sentences written in Latin 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of famous 

ancient Roman poets:  Catullus, Horace and Ovid 
• Recognize meters (dactylic hexameter and hendecasyllabic) and 

figures of speech 
• Practice scansion 
• Read, translate, comprehend and appreciate works of Cicero and 

the Roman historians. 
• Connect readings to the biographies of the writers and their 

historical settings 
• Discuss the lives and times of the poets, Catullus, Horace, Ovid 
• Discuss why the works of these poets remain relevant today  
• Analyze and write about the poems of Catullus and Horace 
• Understand references to mythology 
• Recognize the influence of different philosophies: Epicurean, Stoic   
• Discuss the life and literary style of the Roman lawyer, orator and 

statesman Cicero 
• Compare and contrast the works of the Roman historians. 
• Research and write with appropriate documentation about the 

ancient historians 
• Translate Latin epitaphs and inscriptions  
• Understand the Roman dating system 
• Understand Latin terms used in anatomy 

 
Assessments Quizzes on vocabulary and grammar 

Tests that require the students to translate passages and understand the 
context of selections from works of Roman poets and historians. 



Essays about the genre, structure and themes of poems.  
Research assignment with documentation on the Roman historians. 

Sample 
Activities 

 Reading and translating in class, reviewing grammar, discussing the lives 
and works of Roman poets and historians 

Technology   CD-Rom, PowerPoint and iMovie, Google maps, Perseus website 
 
 



Spanish 1  
World Languages 
 
Texts Vistas: Introducción a la lengua española, 4th  edition, Blanco, J. 

Vistas : Cuaderno de activities 
Vistas: Lab Manual 

Course 
Overview 

Emphasis on communicating and understanding basic Spanish in oral and 
written form and the culture of Spanish-speaking communities from 
around the world. 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Participate in conversations in Spanish and share information such 

as greetings, introductions and good-bye’s. 
• Express states of being and physical characteristics in the present 

tense. 
• Understand and interpret written and spoken Spanish verbs in the 

present tense relating to a variety of topics. 
• Describe objects, events and family members. 
• Share opinions and preferences for activities in Spanish. 
• Present information about future events in Spanish. 
• Narrate daily personal routines. 
• Express likes and dislikes in Spanish. 
• Discuss past events with the preterit. 
• Organize and write (simple) narratives in Spanish. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the practices and perspectives of 

Spanish speaking cultures. 
• Compare and contrast English and Spanish languages. 
• Compare the cultures that are studied with their own. 
• Appreciate other cultures through comparisons of Spanish-speaking 

cultures and their own.  
Assessments Unit quizzes and tests for comprehension (reading and listening) and 

production (speaking and writing) in Spanish. Projects that involve 
combining various elements such as speaking and writing.  

Sample 
Activities 

Listening to narratives and poetry in Spanish. 
Class discussion in Spanish. 
Writing in Spanish. 
Reading Spanish. 
Presenting projects in Spanish. 

Technology Vistas Supersite on-line resources. Language lab with Sanako software 
for recording/listening. Classroom computers and wireless projectors 
with smartboards, document viewers and interactive use of the wireless 
projectors for student lead discussions and presentations.  

 



Spanish 2 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Vistas: Introducción a la lengua española, Blanco, J.  
Vistas Cuaderno de activities 
Vistas Lab Manual 

Course 
Overview 

Emphasis on reinforcing and continuing to build upon previous Spanish 
skills. Focus is given to synthesizing elements such as speaking, writing 
and listening to strengthen the working knowledge of the language.  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Understand concepts learned in Spanish 1 by reviewing and 

applying these skills to new material. 
• Acquire new vocabulary  
• Reinforce pronunciation and fluency 
• Engage in conversation to provide and obtain information and 

express basic opinion 
• Acquire a working knowledge of new grammatical concepts such as, 

preterit tense, irregular preterit, imperfect, commands and present and 
past perfect tenses, through instruction and extensive practice. 

• Comprehend reading skills that begin to be more in depth and 
involved through passages that are more exploratory and thought 
provoking. 

• Read and analyze basic literature as well as extending the cultural 
studies beginning in Spanish 1. Several countries and cultural aspects 
are studied and analyzed.  

Assessments Unit tests and quizzes that incorporate written abilities, listening 
comprehension, and verbal assessment. There are also several projects 
that are taken for a test grade. Each major project is also projected to 
include a variety of skills for the student to synthesize and articulate.  

Sample 
Activities 
 

In class activities include textbook exercises, group work, listening 
activities taken from the online database of audio files, reading 
comprehension and verb conjugation exercises. Daily “warm-up” 
activities review material from the previous day’s lesson or review 
current materials. Weekly language lab use fosters the verbal component 
of the course and also aids with listening comprehension and 
pronunciation.  

Technology 
 
 
 

Vista supersite (online textbook and practice). Language lab using 
Sanako software. In class wireless projector, smartboard, and document 
viewer. The wireless projection system is also used for interactive 
components of the class and student lead activities.  

 
 



Spanish 2 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Vistas: Introducción a la lengua española, Blanco, J.  
Vistas Cuaderno de Actividades 
Vistas Lab Manual 
Supplementary texts: Una mano en la arena, Uria, F.  
La chica de los zapatos verdes Jorda, J. 

Course 
Overview 

Emphasis on reinforcing previous basic Spanish skills. Focus is given to 
synthesizing elements such as speaking, writing, listening, reading 
comprehension and analysis. 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Understand concepts learned in Spanish 1 by reviewing and 

applying these skills to new material 
• Acquire new vocabulary  
• Acquire working knowledge of new grammatical concepts such as 

irregular preterit, imperfect, commands and perfect tenses  
• Reinforce pronunciation and communication on a variety of topics 
• Engage in conversation to provide and obtain information, express 

feeling and emotions, and exchange opinions 
• Analyze literary characters and the situations in which they find 

themselves 
• Create and perform original endings to the novels we read 
• Appreciate Spanish-speaking cultures through the study of people, 

foods, traditions, and holidays 
Assessments Unit tests and quizzes that incorporate written abilities, listening 

comprehension, and verbal assessment.  
Major projects designed to give students an opportunity to extend their 
use of vocabulary and grammar in creative ways 

Sample 
Activities 
 

In-class activities include textbook exercises, group work, listening 
activities taken from the online database of audio files, reading 
comprehension and verb conjugation exercises.  
Daily “warm-up” activities review material from the previous day’s 
lesson or review current materials.  
Weekly language lab use fosters the verbal component of the course and 
also aids with listening comprehension and pronunciation.  
Class discussions of literary works. 

Technology 
 
 
 

Vista supersite (online textbook and practice).  
Language lab using Sanako software.  
In class wireless projector, Smartboard, and document viewer. The 
wireless projection system is also used for interactive components of the 
class and student led activities.  
Applicable You Tube videos, films and contemporary music. 
Flip Cameras and iMovie for skit presentations for each novel.  

 



 
Spanish 3 
World Languages 

 
Texts Descubre: Lengua y cultura del mundo hispano, Blanco, J. 

Course 
Overview 

A refinement of the four communicative skills with an emphasis on 
complex sentence structure including advanced tenses and moods.  The 
course also explores significant aspects of Hispanic culture through 
readings and discussions. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Communicate by engaging in conversation 
• Grow more comfortable taking risks when communicating 
• Write in various short formats 
• Interpret written and spoken Spanish 
• Present information, concepts and ideas 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the culture studied. 
• Master Spanish tenses (present indicative, past indicative, 

commands, present and past subjunctive, future and conditional and 
perfect tenses. 

• Read and comprehend various short articles. 
• Appreciate the culture of Spanish-speaking countries. 

Assessments Students are assessed across the curriculum:  listening, speaking, writing, 
reading and culture. 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Apply new vocabulary each chapter. 
Speak in the target language during class. 
Formulate questions to clarify or seek additional information. 
Respond appropriately to verbal prompts. 
Read poems, songs, and short readings with comprehension. 
Discuss readings and topics of interest in Spanish. 
Write e-mails, postcards, diary entries, etc. in Spanish. 
Present skits, power points, etc. in Spanish 

Technology Students will attend the language lab weekly to work on listening and 
speaking skills.  They will regularly work on the text ancillary, Supersite.  
In addition, they will make Imovies, journal in wikis, etc.  

 
 



Spanish 3 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Descubre: Lengua y cultura del mundo hispano, Blanco, Jr. 

Course 
Overview 

Help prepare students to acquire proficiency across the three 
communicative modes: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational. The 
course also explores significant aspects of Hispanic culture through 
videos, readings and discussions. Students are introduced to Hispanic 
literature. 

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Communicate by engaging in more complex conversation and grow 

more comfortable taking risks when communicating 
• Master all the Spanish tenses in the indicative, subjunctive and 

imperative mood 
• Interpret written and spoken Spanish 
• Present information concepts and ideas without reading 
• Demonstrate and understand the culture studied 
• Produce and comprehend Spanish intended for native speakers in a 

variety of settings and broad regional variations. 
• Appreciate the culture of Spanish-speaking countries studied 
• Write in various short formats 
• Read and comprehend short articles 
• Respond appropriately to verbal prompts 

Assessments Students are assessed across the curriculum:  listening, speaking, writing, 
reading and culture. 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Apply new vocabulary each chapter. 
Speak in the target language during class. 
Formulate questions to seek clarification or additional information 
Watch culturally relevant videos from different Spanish speaking 
countries 
Use information from sources provided to present a synthesis and 
express an opinion. 
Read poems, songs, and short readings with comprehension. 
Discuss readings and topics of interest in Spanish 
Write e-mails, short essays etc. in Spanish 
Present skits, power points, etc. in Spanish  

Technology Students will attend the language lab weekly to work on listening and 
speaking skills.  They will regularly work on the text ancillary, Supersite.   

 
 



Spanish 4 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

¡Continuemos! Intermediate Spanish, Jarvis, A, Lebredo, R, Mena-
Ayllon, F. 
¡Continuemos! Workbook and Lab Manual 
Selected short stories, poems and other literature samples 

Course 
Overview 

Emphasis on reinforcing previously acquired Spanish skills. Focus is 
given to applying these skills in more advanced writing and 
communication on a variety of topics.  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Reinforce working knowledge of grammatical concepts  
• Synthesize skills learned in previous Spanish classes by applying 

them to literature, current events and pop culture  
• Acquire new vocabulary from the textbook and literature samples 
• Engage in conversation to provide and obtain information, express 

feeling and emotions and exchange opinions 
• Appreciate Spanish-speaking cultures through the study of their 

people, literature, foods, traditions and holidays 
• Connect with language beyond the school setting in order to become 

life-long learners by discussing topics from our local Hispanic 
community  

• Understand literary works as they relate to historical settings and 
events, current events and personal experiences 

• Empathize with literary characters 
Assessments Unit tests and quizzes that incorporate written abilities, listening 

comprehension, and verbal assessment.  
Major projects designed to give students an opportunity to extend their 
use of vocabulary and grammar in creative ways 

Sample 
Activities 
 

In class activities include textbook exercises, group work, listening 
activities taken from the textbook CD of audio files, reading 
comprehension and verb conjugation exercises.  
Daily “warm-up” activities review material from the previous day’s 
lesson or review current materials.  
Weekly language lab use fosters the verbal component of the course and 
also aids with listening comprehension and pronunciation.  
Class discussions of literary works and a variety of social issues  

Technology 
 
 
 

Language lab using Sanako software.  
In class wireless projector, Smartboard, and document viewer. The 
wireless projection system is also used for interactive components of the 
class and student led activities.  
PowerPoint and Podcast for several projects.  
Applicable videos from You Tube and Discovery Education, films and 
contemporary music 

 



Spanish 4 Honors 
World Languages 

 
Texts Una vez más Couch, McCann et al 
Course 
Overview 

This course is intended as a precursor to AP Spanish Language; thus 
many practices are similar to the AP class. 
Spanish language syntax and grammar are studied in depth, with lessons 
from earlier years expanded and refined. 
Students analyze Hispanic literature, with readings from the AP Spanish 
Lit Exam, and study current events in Spanish-speaking countries 
through readings, Internet sites and other nontechnical writings that 
develop their reading and listening comprehension abilities. 
Class is designed for students to acquire proficiency across the three 
communicative modes: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational. The 
course also explores significant aspects of Hispanic history and culture 
through videos, readings, and discussions.  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Express themselves orally in Spanish by convincing, arguing, 

synthesizing, inquiring, and describing. 
• Understand conversations, lectures, oral presentations, newspapers, 

letters, instructions, and other authentic multimedia sources in 
Spanish. 

• Express themselves well with a strong command of the Spanish 
language, with proficiency in integrating the standards for foreign 
language learning (communication, cultures, connections, 
comparisons, and communities). Students produce and comprehend 
Spanish intended for native speakers in a variety of settings and broad 
regional variations. They demonstrate an understanding of the culture 
studied. 

• Communicate through speaking and writing.  
Assessments Students are assessed across the curriculum:  listening, speaking, writing, 

reading, and culture. Grammar tests are centered around the concepts 
presented in each chapter of the [grammar] textbook. 

Sample 
Activities 
 

Writing, listening and speaking practice: Internet broadcasts, Spanish 
language music CD’s, Spanish language newspaper websites, and local 
Spanish language newspapers. Students listen to (or read) a piece, then 
produce either a written or oral summary. The latter is recorded in the 
Language Lab. 
Apply new vocabulary each chapter. 
Speak in the target language during class. 
Watch culturally relevant videos from different Spanish speaking 
countries 
Write e-mails and essays in Spanish 
Present skits, power points, etc. in Spanish  

Technology Students attend the Language Lab weekly to work on listening and 
speaking skills. They also read news reports on the Internet. 

 



Spanish 5 
World Languages 
 
Texts and 
Movies 
 
 

Cinema for Spanish Conversation, 3rd ed., Gill, Smalley and Haro 
Selected short stories and poems from Gabriel García Márquez,  
Pablo Neruda, Isabel Allende, Antonio Machado 
Movies:  El Norte, Voces Inocentes, La Misma Luna, Como Agua Para 
Chocolate,Tortilla Soup,  Evita. 

Course 
Overview 
 
 
 

Emphasis on developing proficiency in the four basic language skills: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing, in the described order.  
Reading and analysis of Spanish short stories or poems. 
Instruction and practice in writing expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays about literature or film.  

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Read and understand a variety of short stories and poetry 
• Listen carefully and comprehend conversations in movies 
• Write while listening or watching to audio prompts or movies 
• Analyze the characters in short stories or movies 
• Identify elements of style  
• Discuss themes using specific vocabulary in the target language 
• Support interpretations with evidence from the text or movie 
• Share research of historical background of the movies/stories 
• Participate actively in the learning process each class 
• Synthesize ideas found in the literary works or movies 
• Present material to the class only in Spanish 
• Plan and write papers based on movies or literary works 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary from reading and watching  
• Appreciate and deepen the cultural awareness and sensitivity as we 

study a variety of cultural topics related to Spanish-Speaking 
countries  

• Synthesize ideas found in multiple literary works 
• Connect literature and movies to current events and life experiences 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary from readings and movies  
• Demonstrate control of grammatical elements and standard 

conventions of Spanish 
• Persevere in the use of Spanish, despite difficulties and challenges, 

to master the skills and knowledge that will 
lead to a higher level of fluency 
 

Assessments 
 

Write papers of literary/movie analysis outside of class and in class  
Presentation, discussion and interpretation of short story, article or 
movie.  
Vocabulary and grammar quizzes. 
Unit Test 



Sample 
Activities 

Compare and contrast two movies. 
Make a presentation of the theme of the short story/movie.  

Technology 
 
 
 

PowerPoint, applicable YouTube performances, films, and contemporary 
music. Familiarity with library databases to research historical 
backgrounds and cultural pieces. 
Lab Work to record character analysis done at home.  

Other Notes Enjoy reading and discussing literary works and movies. 
 
 



Spanish Language and Culture AP 
World Languages 

 
Texts 
 

Triángulo - Gatski and MacMullen 
AP Test Prep - Duhl and Mercado 
Literature: readings from the AP Spanish Literature Exam 

Course 
Overview 

Preparation for the AP Test, which examines student ability in the four 
communicative skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students 
must demonstrate abilities in three modes: interpersonal, interpretive, 
and presentational. 
 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course engages students in an 
exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The 
course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of products, both 
tangible (e.g., tools, books) and intangible (e.g., laws, conventions, 
institutions); practices (patterns of social interactions within a culture); 
and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions that underlie both 
practices and products). 
 
The course revolves around six themes: global challenges, science and 
technology, contemporary life, personal and public identities, families 
and communities, and families and aesthetics. 
 
Hispanic culture and literature are important elements. Literature 
readings come from the AP Spanish Literature reading list. 

Skills 
Taught 
 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the culture(s) 
• Incorporate interdisciplinary topics (Connections),  
• Compare between the native language and the target language and 

between cultures (Comparisons), and use the target language in real-
life settings (Communities). 

• Close-read a variety of literary texts and other authentic sources 
• Understand news broadcasts, interviews, advertisements, 

conversations, and podcasts for listening comprehension and for 
presentational writing and speaking portions of AP Exam 

• Analyze and synthesize information from a variety of authentic  
print and audio sources 

• Compare and contrast two or three sources' perspectives on a given 
topic 

• Formulate a thesis statement 
• Identify, prioritize and organize salient information for a 

presentational essay or talk 
• Interpret and infer the author's perspective from the tone used, 

support given, and conclusion(s) drawn 
• Support the thesis and supporting ideas with evidence from the 



written and audio texts 
• Participate in discussions on the given topic, express and defend a 

point of view, and articulate one's own understanding  
• Respond orally to a simulated phone conversation using the prompts 

provided 
• Demonstrate control of grammatical elements and standard 

conventions 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary 

Assessments Vocabulary quizzes, essays (some out of class, some timed in class in the 
AP format), class discussions, presentations to class, reading 
assessments, listening assessments 

Sample 
Activities 
 

      Students read an online text, then listen to a podcast dealing with the 
same theme but from a different viewpoint, and after discussing the issue 
in a group, write a paper examining the topic, comparing and contrasting 
the two perspectives. 

Technology 
 
 
 

Students record speaking sections like those on the Exam in the 
Language Lab. Practice on multiple choice listening sections in Lab, as 
well as on Internet, as students listen to authentic news sources and 
podcasts and report on them.  

Other Notes This is a transition year; am currently still preparing students for current 
"AP Spanish Language" [not "...and Culture"] Exam, but with an eye to 
the changes mandated for 2013-14. Thus, not all aspects of this map [e.g., 
the six themes] are completely in place, but will be by next year. 

 
 



Spanish Literature and Culture AP 
World Languages 

 
Texts Abriendo Puertas Tomo 1 and Tomo 2, Bowen y Bowen 

Azulejo, Colbert, A. 
Course 
Overview 

The course introduces students to the formal study and critical analysis of 
a representative body of literature, written in Spanish, from Spain, Latin 
America and the United States and provides them with ongoing and 
varied opportunities to develop proficiency in Spanish across a full range 
of skills, with emphasis on critical reading and analytical writing. 
The course is structured to allow students to complete the entire required 
reading list published in the AP® Spanish Literature and Culture 
Curriculum Framework.  

Skills 
Taught 

The student will be able to: 
• Close-read the entire required reading list 
• Discuss literary texts in a variety of interactive formats 
• Support interpretations with salient evidence from the text 
• Analyze the relevance of literary texts to historical, socio-cultural 

and geopolitical contexts through six course themes: -societies in 
contact, construction of gender, time and space, interpersonal 
relationships, duality of human being and the literary creation 

• Identify literary terminology and literary devices 
• Formulate a thesis statement 
• Relate artistic representations and audiovisual materials to the 

literary works and the six course themes. 
• Compare and contrast literary works and any other artistic 

representation from same time period 
• Synthesize ideas found in multiple literary works 
• Connect literature to personal experiences 
• Acquire extensive vocabulary from reading  
• Demonstrate control of grammatical elements and standard 

conventions 
Assessments Students respond to an essay prompt that asks them to compare and 

contrast the themes in the texts studied 
Write short responses and analytical essays related to literary texts 
Reading Comprehension tests  
Listening comprehension tests and quizzes 
Vocabulary quizzes 

Sample 
Activities 

Practice writing essays in a timed setting using AP prompts 
Group analysis and interpretation of literary works 
Class discussions of literary works 
Students listen to a lecture, poem or interview and answer to questions 

Technology Students will attend the language lab weekly to work on listening 
comprehension skills 
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